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This NCHE tip sheet: 

• summarizes the key provisions of the 
McKinney-Vento Act related to credit accrual, 

• provides credit accrual strategies at the state 
and local levels, and 

• recommends strategies for credit accrual 
training and collaboration. 

CREDIT ACCRUAL IN THE 
MCKINNEY-VENTO ACT  

Children and youth experiencing homelessness 
(CYEH) face unique challenges in accessing and 
succeeding in school. Ensuring CYEH’s academic 
efforts are recognized through credit accrual and 
recovery is a meaningful strategy of support.  

Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act (section 721 et seq.; hereinafter 
referred to as the McKinney-Vento Act) 
establishes the definition of homelessness used 
by public schools and authorizes rights and 
services to address the unique educational 
barriers and challenges faced by CYEH. 
According to the McKinney-Vento Act, every state 
educational agency (SEA) must have procedures 
in place to ensure that all CYEH, including those 
who have been out of school, can receive 
“appropriate credit for full or partial coursework  

 

THE MCKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS 
ASSISTANCE ACT 

DEFINITION OF HOMELESS 
(Section 725(2)) 

The term “homeless children and youths”— 

A. means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence …; and 

B. includes— 

 i. children and youths who are sharing the 

housing of other persons due to loss of 

housing, economic hardship, or a similar 

reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer 

parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of 

alternative adequate accommodations; are 

living in emergency or transitional shelters; or 

are abandoned in hospitals; 

 ii. children and youths who have a primary 

nighttime residence that is a public or private 

place not designed for or ordinarily used as a 

regular sleeping accommodation for human 

beings …; 

 iii. children and youths who are living in cars, 

parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 

substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 

similar settings; and 

 iv. migratory children … who qualify as homeless 

for the purposes of this subtitle because the 

children are living in circumstances described 

in clauses (i) through (iii). 
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satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school, in accordance with State, local, and school policies” 
(McKinney-Vento Act section 722(g)(1)(F)(ii)). 

By investing in strong credit accrual and recovery strategies, SEAs and local education agencies (LEAs) 
provide CYEH the opportunity to stay engaged in their education and stay on track for graduation. 

SEA STRATEGIES FOR ADDRESSING CREDIT ACCRUAL 

SEAs set the standard for how credit accrual and recovery are implemented across school districts. Below 
are effective ways for SEAs to support LEAs. 

REVIEW AND DEVELOP POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

• Review state policies for barriers and/or areas where legislative language may be leveraged in support 
of credit accrual, including how partial credit will be awarded for CYEH. 

• Develop policies, procedures, guidance, and/or model templates for calculating and awarding 
partial or full credit based on learning time. This can include granting and accepting partial credit for 
coursework completed prior to the CYEH’s withdrawal or transfer to another school and allowing CYEH 
to earn credit regardless of the date of enrollment. 

• Review LEA student information systems to determine what kind of student information is available, 
how long the information can be accessed, and by whom it can be accessed within the SEA and LEA; 
use this information to track CYEH at-risk of dropping out due to a credit issue, and/or to inform the SEA 
or LEA of previous work completed. 

• Review state graduation requirements and encourage LEAs to waive additional LEA-imposed 
requirements that exceed the state minimum for CYEH who have experienced educational disruptions. 

• Convene an SEA stakeholder group to address credit accrual requirements included in the McKinney-
Vento Act and create solutions for implementation at the local level. Include the McKinney-Vento state 
coordinator, director of curriculum development, dropout prevention specialist, alternative education 
staff, and other appropriate personnel. 

• Identify alternatives to seat time that focus on competency-based learning to allow CYEH to 
accumulate credit without being physically present in the classroom, or consider flexibility in seat-time 
requirements. Alternatives to seat-time can include 

o Utilizing assessments to give students the opportunity to demonstrate proficiency in a subject.  

o Creating pathways to a more personalized learning experience provides self-directed learning 
opportunities while considering each student’s learning pace.  

o Asynchronous or self-paced online courses through virtual schools that may be provided 
through the LEA or private organizations.  

o Work-based learning, career training, or early college options. 
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TRAINING AND COLLABORATION 

• Develop and utilize a shared leadership model at the SEA and LEA levels that engages CYEH and 
parents/guardians in meaningful stakeholder input and decision-making. 

• Identify and communicate who at the SEA should be contacted if questions arise regarding awarding 
full or partial credit to a CYEH; the communication should include the McKinney-Vento state 
coordinator. 

• Provide LEAs with training related to credit policies, procedures, guidance, and/or model templates 
developed by the SEA. 

• Work with other states and encourage LEAs to develop memoranda of understanding (MOUs) for 
transferring and/or awarding credits to CYEH who transfer between states and LEAs within the same 
state.  

• Leverage statewide data to target SEA support to LEAs that may need technical assistance to improve 
their credit awarding practices. 

LEA STRATEGIES FOR ADDRESSING CREDIT ACCRUAL 

The local level is where policy is implemented and where CYEH are supported. Here are key strategies for 
making credit accrual work at the local level. 

TRAINING AND COLLABORATION 

• Become familiar with and implement state policies, procedures, and/or guidance related to awarding 
partial or full credit. 

• Participate in training opportunities offered by the SEA around credit accrual. 

• Convene an LEA stakeholder group to address how the LEA will award credits in alignment with state 
processes. Include curriculum coordinators, general education teachers, alternative education teachers, 
school counselors, staff who work with military and/or migrant families, and other appropriate 
personnel. These stakeholders are skilled in working with highly mobile CYEH and awarding credit to 
CYEH from diverse educational backgrounds. 

LEVERAGE DATA 

• Consider what LEAs need to know about a CYEH to award credit, for example: looking at the CYEH’s 
demonstrated proficiency, consolidating partial credit regardless of the CYEH’s seat time, and 
determining whether the CYEH has accumulated credit through online learning. 

• Utilize student information systems to review CYEH coursework, assignments, syllabi, curriculum 
descriptions, and copies of grade books to target interventions and supports to CYEH.  
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CREDIT ACCRUAL REVIEW 

• Conduct an immediate transcript review upon enrollment of all CYEH and look for equivalent 
coursework. For example, if a CYEH has taken a state history course in one state and now resides in 
another, award credit for the course. 

• Accept and award credit for coursework completed in non-traditional settings, including online 
courses, dual credit courses, private school attendance, mental health or rehabilitative facilities, non-
traditional learning environments, and districts that use different credit scales. 

• Develop a standardized internal process for calculating and recording partial credits so the work 
CYEH has completed isn’t lost in transition. 

• Develop an individualized schoolwork portfolio of assignments that compile full or partial credits 
and outline a plan to maximize the progress of CYEH who have experienced educational disruptions.  

• Conduct proactive credit reviews to ensure CYEH are on track to graduate. 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND OUTREACH 

• Provide a mentor to CYEH to address educational disruptions, facilitate the transition to a new school, 
and support credit accrual and recovery plans. 

• Utilize technology, online learning, and independent study programs that allow CYEH to work outside 
of school to address learning and credit gaps. 

• Provide timely enrollment to CYEH who have partially completed a class to allow for full completion 
that aligns with state requirements.  

• Post LEA curricula online for easy access to CYEH, families, and staff. 

• Clearly communicate student rights and the LEAs’ policies and procedures on credit accrual and 
recovery to CYEH and families. 

CONCLUSION 

Creative thinking and clear communication are critical when developing strategies and implementing 
supports for credit accrual among CYEH. Innovation and flexibility are key in establishing successful policies 
and practices at the SEA and LEA levels that address the awarding of credits to CYEH who have transferred 
between districts and/or states.  

Maximizing credit accrual and recovery for all CYEH will require combining various strategies to meet the 
unique needs of individual CYEH; however, these efforts are essential not only to comply with the 
McKinney-Vento Act but also to improve academic achievement, reduce dropout rates, and support all 
CYEH in achieving their educational and career goals. 

For additional information on supporting credit accrual and recovery for CYEH, download NCHE’s 
Maximizing Credit Accrual and High School Completion for Students Experiencing Homelessness brief.    

https://nche.ed.gov/maximizing-credit-accrual-and-high-school-completion-for-students-experiencing-homelessness/
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This brief was developed by 

The National Center for Homeless Education 

305-306-8495 | NCHE.helpline@safalpartners.com | http://nche.ed.gov 

May 2026 

The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) is the technical assistance (TA) center for the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Education for Homeless Children and Youths (EHCY) Program. NCHE provides 
training and TA to state coordinators, local liaisons, community partners, parents, students, and other 
stakeholders to support the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness. NCHE is 
managed by Team Safal: Safal Partners and Pearl Strategies. 

This publication was created in whole or in part with funding from the U.S. Department of Education under 
contract number GS10F090CA. The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
position or policies of the U.S. Department of Education. Additionally, any mention of trade names, 
commercial products, or organizations does not imply endorsement by the federal government. 

Every state is required to have a state coordinator for 
homeless education, and every school district is 
required to have a local homeless education liaison. 
These individuals oversee the implementation of the 
McKinney-Vento Act. To find out who your state 
coordinator is, visit the NCHE website. 

For more information on issues related to the education of children and youth 
experiencing homelessness, contact the NCHE helpline at 305-306-8495 or 
NCHE.helpline@safalpartners.com. 

Full Name:   

Position/Title:   

Email:   

Phone Number:   
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