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About NCHE
The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) is the technical assistance (TA) center for the 

U.S. Department of Education’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program.

NCHE provides training and TA to State Coordinators, local liaisons, community partners, parents, 
students, and other stakeholders to support the education of children and youth experiencing 

homelessness. 

NCHE is managed by Team Safal: Safal Partners, ICF, and Pearl Strategies.

Visit the NCHE Website at https://nche.ed.gov/.



Meet Your 
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Leading us through 

today’s session

Julie Ratekin

Technical Assistance Lead

Julie.Ratekin@icf.com



Today’s Objectives

Provide an overview of the new NCHE tool, Homeless 
Education Data: Understanding and Leveraging Data for 
Greater Awareness.

Demonstrate how to complete the NCHE Homeless 
Education Data Sheet, with detailed step-by-step 
instructions on how to populate the available fields.



Resource 
Spotlight

Understanding and Leveraging Data for 
Greater Awareness



Purpose of the Data Sheet



The Challenge We’re Addressing

Why this matters:

• Children and youth experiencing homelessness (CYEH) face 
unique academic challenges.

• Data-driven decision making is essential for effective program 
implementation.

• Reliable, valid, and comprehensive data helps secure resources 
and support.

• Storytelling with data increases stakeholder engagement and 
understanding.



Federal 
Requirements: 
McKinney-
Vento 
Homeless 
Assistance Act

Legal Mandates for Data Collection:

• State educational agencies (SEAs): Must 
gather and make publicly available 
reliable, valid, and comprehensive 
information on CYEH identified each 
school year

• Local educational agencies (LEAs): Must 
coordinate with SEAs to collect and 
provide comprehensive data on enrolled 
CYEH

McKinney-Vento Act sections 722(f)(1), 722(g)(6)(C) and 724(h)(1)(A)~(D)



NCHE Homeless Education Data Sheet

What is it?

• Customizable template for 
presenting homeless education 
data

• Available in Canva® format for 
easy editing

• Includes sections for national, 
state, and local data

• Designed to support informed, 
data-driven decision making

Key Uses:

• Raise awareness of CYEH 
prevalence and educational 
impact

• Spotlight programming for 
CYEH

• Elevate needed interventions

• Inform stakeholder presentations



Overview of the Data Sheet
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Five Key Data Categories:

1. Identification Numbers: Total CYEH identified in your area

2. Demographics: Age, grade level, race/ethnicity, gender, etc.

3. Primary Nighttime Residence: Breakdown of where students 
are staying

4. Academic Performance: Achievement, attendance, 
graduation rates

5. Comparative Analysis: CYEH vs. students in permanent 
housing

Plus: Flexibility to add additional data points based on local 
needs



Template Structure – Six Pages

Page Layout:

• Page 1: SEA (State) Data Sheet

• Page 2: LEA (Local) Data Sheet

• Page 3: National Data Sheet

• Pages 4-6: Icon library for 
customization

Flexibility: Choose and customize 
only the pages you need; delete 
unused sections



Where to Find the Data

• ED Data Express: ED Data Express provides public access to the funding, 
participation, and performance data on federal education programs 
administered in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, 
including the EHCY program. 

• NCHE Data Resources: The NCHE Data webpage provides data-related 
resources associated with CYEH, including briefs that explain required 
data collection and reporting processes, the annual national data 
summary of student homelessness in America, and additional tools, 
reports, and analyses. 

• National Center for Education Statistics (NCES): The National Center for 
Education Statistics website hosts the Digest of Education Statistics 
webpage, which contains a set of tables covering the broad field of 
American education from prekindergarten through graduate school. 

https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/
https://nche.ed.gov/data/
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/index.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/index.asp


Where to Find the Data

• SEA- or LEA-Level Data Systems: Many SEAs and LEAs have their own 
systems for tracking student data. These systems often include useful 
information for completing the NCHE Homeless Education Data Sheet—
even beyond what’s required by the McKinney-Vento Act. To find this data:
o Visit your agency’s website and look for a data portal or dashboard.

o If the data isn’t publicly available, contact your homeless education team—
such as the state coordinator or local liaison.

o You can also ask your agency’s data team for help accessing the student 
information system (SIS) or data warehouse.

• SchoolHouse Connection: SchoolHouse Connection’s Child and Youth 
Homelessness in the United States: Data Profiles webpage hosts 
searchable data profiles that provide state-by-state information on the 
education and well-being of CYEH.

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/data-profiles
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/data-profiles
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/data-profiles


How to Use the NCHE Homeless 
Education Data Sheet

Access Canva® and Customize Your Data Sheet



Canva®

• The Homeless Education Data Sheet was created using 
Canva®, a free online graphic design tool.

For those unfamiliar with 
Canva®, the How to Use 

Canva®: A Beginner’s 
Guide webpage 
provides helpful 

resources.

It includes videos and 
virtual tours to 

demonstrate how to use 
the tool's main features 

effectively.

https://www.canva.com/learn/how-to-canva-beginners-guide/?msockid=2b0ae7b9fac263ae00b4f3ddfb32625b
https://www.canva.com/learn/how-to-canva-beginners-guide/?msockid=2b0ae7b9fac263ae00b4f3ddfb32625b
https://www.canva.com/learn/how-to-canva-beginners-guide/?msockid=2b0ae7b9fac263ae00b4f3ddfb32625b


Step 1: Create a Copy of the Template

Create a copy of the NCHE Homeless 
Education Data Sheet template.

o Scroll to the bottom of the screen and 
click the purple box with the text “View 
Template.” Please note that you will be 
prompted to create a free Canva® 
account if you do not already have one.

o A pop-up will appear that says, “Your 
Template Is Ready!” You will need to click 
the purple box with the text “Open in 
Editor” to continue.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGn5UUtoyA/0DNuW7pRTrDTq1RcqtovvA/view?utm_content=DAGn5UUtoyA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGn5UUtoyA/0DNuW7pRTrDTq1RcqtovvA/view?utm_content=DAGn5UUtoyA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview


Steps 2 through 9: Canva® Demonstration

2. Change the title

3. Customize any text

4. Tailor the narrative section 

5. Update the data

6. Cite all sources

7. Add contact information

8. Remove any unneeded sheets

9. Download your completed document



Closing



NCHE Data Webpage

The NCHE Data webpage provides:

• NCHE Data Collection Briefs – Guidance on meeting federal reporting 
requirements under the McKinney-Vento Act, including the data 
collection and reporting process and descriptions of file specifications on 
topics, such as enrollment, graduation, and chronic absenteeism

• NCHE’s National Data Summary – An annual summary of student 
homelessness in America 

• Additional Data Sources, Research, and Reports

www.nche.ed.gov/data



NCHE 
Helpline

Operational hours: 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM 

ET, Monday through Friday

Phone line: +1 305-306-8495

Dedicated email address: 

NCHE.helpline@safalpartners.com



Thank you!
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