
PURPOSE 
As required under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney-Vento Act), 
state educational agencies (SEAs) are mandated to 
gather and make publicly available reliable, valid, and 
comprehensive information on the number of CYEH 
identified in the state each school year (McKinney-Vento 
Act section 722(f)(1)). In addition, local educational 
agencies (LEAs) are required to coordinate with their 
SEA by collecting and providing reliable, valid, and 
comprehensive data on CYEH enrolled in the LEA each 
school year (McKinney-Vento Act section 722(g)(6)(C)). 

This tool and the accompanying customizable NCHE 
Homeless Education Data Sheet are designed to 
provide context on key homeless education data points 
and their usage. The Homeless Education Data Sheet 
includes editable sections for national, state, and local 
data, allowing users to tailor the content to their specific 
needs and objectives. 

This NCHE tool
•	addresses federal statutory requirements to gather and make available reliable, valid, and 

comprehensive data on the number of children and youth experiencing homelessness (CYEH); 
•	provides context on available homeless education data points and their usage; and 
•	includes an editable Homeless Education Data Sheet with space for national-, state-, and local-level 

data customization that can be populated to build awareness about the unique experiences of CYEH. 
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This tool will help support informed and data-driven decision-making by highlighting the unique 
academic challenges faced by CYEH1. Users can customize and populate the NCHE Homeless 
Education Data Sheet to 

•	raise awareness of the prevalence of CYEH and the impact of homelessness on their education, 
•	spotlight SEA or LEA programming for CYEH, 
•	elevate interventions needed to improve academic outcomes for CYEH, and 
•	inform presentations to various education and community stakeholders.

Understanding and leveraging data about CYEH is key to implementing the Education for Homeless 
Children and Youths (EHCY) program. The following sections will help local liaisons and state 
coordinators understand how to access and use reliable data to inform program implementation and 
complete a state or local Homeless Education Data Sheet.

NCHE created the Homeless Education Data Sheet using Canva®, 
an online graphic design tool. Using Canva®, users can edit the 
Homeless Education Data Sheet with state and/or local data; 
however, if users do not have access to the tool, they can recreate 
the basic structure of the Homeless Education Data Sheet using their 
preferred graphic design tool. If you are unfamiliar with Canva®, the 
How to Use Canva®: A Beginner’s Guide webpage includes videos 
and virtual tours of how to use the tool's main features. 

WHAT DATA TO INCLUDE 

HOW TO USE THE NCHE HOMELESS EDUCATION DATA SHEET 

Understanding and Leveraging Data for Greater Awareness

OVERVIEW

NCHE’s Homeless Education Data Sheet template contains placeholders for the following types of 
information about CYEH: 

•	the number of enrolled CYEH, 
•	demographic data on CYEH, 
•	the breakdown or distribution of the primary nighttime residences of CYEH, 
•	academic performance data for CYEH, and 
•	data comparisons between CYEH and children and youth in permanent housing. 

Users can also modify the template to include additional data points and analyses. For suggested data 
sources, please see the Appendix. 

1 NCHE’s Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness: An Introduction to the Issues brief provides basic information 
about the scope of issues related to children, youth, and family homelessness; the impact of homelessness on education; 
and the educational rights of CYEH.
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For detailed step-by-step instructions on how to customize the data sheet, please visit the NCHE 
pre-recorded webinar Homeless Education Data: Understanding and Leveraging Data for Greater 
Awareness. 

When you first open the Homeless Education Data Sheet, you’ll notice that the template is comprised 
of six pages. Once you have downloaded the template, you can select which sheet or sheets you would 
like to customize, as well as delete any unneeded pages. 

1.	Page one is the SEA Data Sheet. 
2.	Page two is the LEA Data Sheet. 
3.	Page three is the National Data Sheet. 
4.	Pages four through six have icons that can be resized and dragged to the data sheet you intend  	

to use. 

HOW TO CUSTOMIZE YOUR DATA SHEET WITH LOCAL DATA AND VISUALS

3Understanding and Leveraging Data for Greater Awareness

1.	Create a copy of the NCHE Homeless Education Data Sheet you would like to use. 
	o Scroll to the bottom of the screen and click the purple box with the text “View Template.” 
Please note that you will be prompted to create a free Canva® account if you do not already 
have one. 
	o A pop-up will appear that says, “Your Template Is Ready!” You will need to click the purple box 
with the text “Open in Editor” to continue. 

2.	Change the title of the data sheet. 
	o Type in the name of your SEA or LEA and remove the brackets. 
	o Change the map icon in the title section by right-clicking the map of the United States and 
replacing it with a state icon. State icons can be found on pages 4 and 5 of the data sheet 
template. Select the icon you would like to use and then drag it to where the map of the 
United States was initially located. 

3.	Customize any text in the document to meet the needs of your audience. All text in this document 
is editable by double-clicking on the text currently in the template. The template can be used as 
is with data updates or can be further adapted using additional features offered by Canva® as you 
become more comfortable with the design tool. 

4.	Tailor the narrative section at the bottom right corner of the data sheet to provide your audience 
with additional useful context. Customize this section to raise awareness of the prevalence of 
CYEH, the impact of homelessness on young people’s education, the need for action to support 
CYEH, and your SEA’s or LEA’s programming for CYEH. You can also use various data points to 
compare demographic and outcome data for CYEH to all students and/or non-homeless students 
at the national, SEA, and/or LEA level. 
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5.	Update the data in the charts and graphs by double-clicking the chart or graph. This will prompt 
a “Chart” menu to appear on the left-hand side of your screen, which will enable you to adjust the 
labels and figures that are currently in the template. You also have the option to change the type of 
chart in this menu. 

6.	Cite all sources that were used to update any data you have included. Include a link to these 
sources at the bottom of each chart or provide references in the footer of the data sheet itself. 
Including references helps increase the credibility and trustworthiness of your data and enables 
readers to access the source data for more information, if desired. 

7.	Add contact information depending on your role and the data sheet being used. 
8.	Remove any unneeded sheets in the file by clicking the trash icon at the top right-hand corner of 

the sheet. 
9.	Download your completed document by selecting “Share” at the top right corner of the screen. 

This will prompt a menu to appear that allows you to share, present, or link to the data sheet.

Understanding and Leveraging Data for Greater Awareness

Remember that the purpose of the NCHE Homeless Education Data Sheet is to help raise awareness 
about the unique needs of students experiencing homelessness. Consider the following suggestions to 
help increase engagement with your audience. 

•	Gather local data. Include statistics specific to your SEA or LEA. Examples include identification, 
attendance, high school graduation, and disciplinary action rates for CYEH. 

•	Use visuals. Include charts or infographics to clarify key data takeaways. Examples include using 
bar charts to compare the high school graduation rates of CYEH across school years or to those 
of other student populations, pie charts to show the proportion of the overall student population 
comprised of CYEH, or maps to highlight areas with higher concentrations of CYEH. 

•	Highlight key comparisons. Focus on impactful contrasts to illustrate differences. Examples include 
comparing the chronic absenteeism or graduation rates of CYEH to those of all students and/or 
non-homeless students. 

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS 



2 The Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) is the required annual reporting tool for each state, the Bureau of 
Indian Education, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico as authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA). The CSPR Part 1 file also includes data for the EHCY program, in addition to other federal programs.

APPENDIX 
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NCHE suggests using the following websites to customize your Homeless Education Data Sheet 
with locally relevant figures and tailor your message for various audiences. Users will find that some 
websites provide data in Excel sheets or PDF formats, while others provide a more visual representation 
of the data. NCHE recognizes that users will have varying degrees of familiarity and comfort when it 
comes to accessing and analyzing data. Please contact the NCHE Helpline for additional support, if 
needed. 

ED Data Express: ED Data Express provides public access to the funding, participation, and 
performance data on federal education programs administered in the Office of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, including the EHCY program. The Department of Education publishes on ED 
Data Express SEA- and LEA-level data on CYEH that are reported annually to the Department by SEAs, 
including enrollment, demographic, and academic achievement data. The website hosts files and 
reports from the annual Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR)2 that is collected from SEAs by 
school year and updated annually as the data becomes available. 

NCHE Data Resources: The NCHE Data webpage provides the public with data and data-related 
resources associated with CYEH. The data and resources comprise both national and state overviews, 
including data, reports, and tools related to CYEH. This includes enrollment, fast facts (e.g., total 
number of LEAs in the state, number of LEAs receiving McKinney-Vento subgrant funding, percentage 
of people under 18 who are below poverty level, etc.), subgroups of CYEH, percentages of enrolled 
CYEH by type of primary nighttime residence, and percentages of enrolled unaccompanied homeless 
children and youth by type of primary nighttime residence. 

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES): The National Center for Education Statistics website 
hosts the Digest of Education Statistics webpage, which contains a set of tables covering the broad 
field of American education from prekindergarten through graduate school. When accessing the Latest 
version of all Digest tables link, users can access the latest version of all tables, including the number of 
CYEH enrollment, primary nighttime residence, and other selected student characteristics. The CYEH 
data included in these tables primarily come from EDFacts and Common Core of Data (CCD). 

WHERE TO LOCATE DATA
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SchoolHouse Connection (SHC) – Child and Youth Homelessness in the United States: SchoolHouse 
Connection’s data profiles utilize publicly available data to provide homeless education data profiles 
at the national, state, county, and school district levels, as well as by U.S. congressional district and by 
state legislative district. The SchoolHouse Connection Child and Youth Homelessness in the United 
States: Data Profiles webpage hosts searchable data profiles that provide state-by-state information on 
the education and well-being of CYEH, including enrollment trends, graduation rates, and comparisons 
to housed peers. 

SEA- or LEA-Level Data Systems: Many SEAs and LEAs have developed their own data systems to track 
and report student data. SEAs and LEAs are required to prepare and disseminate annual report cards 
that may contain data points that can assist in the development of the NCHE Homeless Education Data 
Sheet. Often, these state and local data systems include additional data points that are not required 
by the McKinney-Vento Act. Visit your agency website and locate the data portal or dashboard. If the 
data you are looking for is not readily available via a public-facing data portal or dashboard, request 
assistance from the SEA’s or LEA’s homeless education team, including the state coordinator for 
homeless education or local homeless education liaison. You can also request assistance from the SEA’s 
or LEA’s data team to log into the student information systems (SIS) or data warehouse. 
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