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About NCHE

NCHE operates the U.S. Department of Education’s technical assistance 
center for the federal Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) 
Program.

• Website: http://nche.ed.gov

• Helpline: 800-308-2145 or homeless@serve.org

• Products: https://nche.ed.gov/resources/

• Webinars: https://nche.ed.gov/group-training/

• Listserv: https://nche.ed.gov/resources/ (click Listserv tab)

• Twitter: @NCHEducation | Facebook: facebook.com/NCHEducation

http://nche.ed.gov/
mailto:homeless@serve.org
https://nche.ed.gov/resources/
https://nche.ed.gov/group-training/
https://nche.ed.gov/resources/
https://twitter.com/NCHEducation
https://www.facebook.com/NCHEducation


About Advance CTE

• About: Advance CTE is the longest-standing national non-profit that 
represents State CTE Directors and other state leaders responsible for 
secondary, postsecondary, and adult CTE across all 50 states, DC, and 
U.S. territories

• Mission: Support visionary state leadership, cultivate best practices, 
and speak with a collective voice to advance high-quality CTE policies, 
programs, and pathways that ensure career success for each learner

• Website: https://careertech.org/

https://careertech.org/


Resource Spotlight

This webinar is based on the NCHE/Advance 
CTE brief entitled Improving Equity in and Access 

to Quality CTE Programs for Students 
Experiencing Homelessness

Download the NCHE/Advance CTE joint brief

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Making-Good-on-the-Promise-CTE-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Making-Good-on-the-Promise-CTE-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Making-Good-on-the-Promise-CTE-Homelessness.pdf


• The case for Career and Technical Education (CTE)

• Partnering across CTE and homeless education

• Perkins CTE Act and McKinney-Vento Act statutory provisions

• Strategies for partnership, access, and success

• Practitioner panel

• Q&A

Where We’re Headed



The Case for CTE



“The More You Learn, The More You Earn”

• “The Education Premium”: People with higher levels of education
• Have higher levels of income

• Are more likely to have access to employer-provided benefits

• Are more likely to move up the socioeconomic ladder

• Are less likely to be unemployed

• Are less likely to be receiving public benefits

Sources:
BLS, https://www.bls.gov/emp/chart-unemployment-earnings-education.htm

College Board, https://research.collegeboard.org/pdf/education-pays-2019-full-report.pdf

https://www.bls.gov/emp/chart-unemployment-earnings-education.htm
https://research.collegeboard.org/pdf/education-pays-2019-full-report.pdf


Source: Chapin Hall, http://voicesofyouthcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ChapinHall_VoYC_1-
Pager_Final_111517.pdf

Education and Risk for Homelessness

http://voicesofyouthcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ChapinHall_VoYC_1-Pager_Final_111517.pdf


Students Experiencing Homelessness and CTE
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Partnering across
CTE and Homeless Education



The McKinney-Vento Act

• The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act was reauthorized by Title IX, Part A 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended, in 2015

• The Act

• Establishes the definition of homeless used by U.S. public schools and other federal statutes and 
programs

• Establishes the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing 
homelessness

• Requires the designation of a State Coordinator for Homeless Education in every state education 
department and a local homeless education liaison in every school district

https://nche.ed.gov/mckinney-vento/


CTE in the McKinney-Vento Act

• SEAs and LEAs must develop, review, and revise policies to remove 
barriers to the school identification, enrollment, and retention of 
McKinney-Vento students, including barriers due to outstanding fees 
or fines, or absences [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(I)].

• SEAs and LEAs must ensure that children and youth experiencing 
homelessness who meet the relevant eligibility criteria do not face 
barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities, including 
career and technical education, if such programs are available at the 
State and local levels [42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(1)(F)(iii)].



Perkins V

• The Perkins Act

• Was reauthorized on July 31, 2018, by the Strengthening 
Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act 
(Perkins V)

• Invests more than $1.2 billion a year in secondary, 
postsecondary, and adult CTE programs

• Is administered by a state-designated eligible agency; local 
recipients submit a local application to receive Perkins funds

https://careertech.org/Perkins


Perkins V Special Populations

• Perkins V designates individuals experiencing homelessness
and youth who are in, or have aged out of, the foster care 
system as special populations.

• This designation requires intentional focus in the areas of state 
CTE plans, local CTE applications and plans, CTE funding 
usage, and CTE data and accountability.

• This designation also paves the way for greater partnership in 
support of populations who can benefit from CTE pathways 
but may face unique barriers to CTE access and success.

https://nche.ed.gov/cte/


CTE Credential Options

• CTE provides learners experiencing homelessness with flexible and 
stackable options for securing the education and training they need to 
secure living wage employment:

• College degrees (2-year, 4-year, graduate)

• Non-degree credentials

• Certificates

• Industry certifications

• Apprenticeship certificates

• Occupational licenses



Takeaway Point

CTE holds promise for learners experiencing 

homelessness to advance educationally, secure living-

wage employment, and make sustainable exits from 

homelessness; but intentional partnership between CTE 

and homeless education will help make good on the 

promise of CTE.



Strategies:
Partnership, Access, and Success



Barriers to CTE for
Youth Experiencing Homelessness

CTE provides an important education pathway option for 
young people experiencing homelessness;

and yet these young people may face barriers to CTE 
access and success.

• Chat: What might some of those barriers be?



CTE Access and Success Strategies

• Leverage Perkins V special populations provisions to support CTE 
access and success for McKinney-Vento students

• Collaborate across homeless education and CTE to identify CTE 
barriers and develop tailored, innovative strategies

• Develop intentional outreach and recruitment strategies for connecting 
McKinney-Vento students with CTE

• Leverage data to identify and close gaps for McKinney-Vento students 
and other special populations

• Provide professional development to relevant district and school staff



Next Steps

• Reach out: Connect with your CTE counterpart and learn about each 
other’s work.

• Contact your State Coordinator for Homeless Education

• Contact your State CTE Director

• Focus on concrete efforts with mutual benefit: Seek to build a give-and-
take relationship that adds value to each partner’s work. Move from 
abstract discussion to concrete action steps to ensure progress 
towards shared goals.

https://nche.ed.gov/data/
https://careertech.org/cte-your-state


Next Steps

• Start somewhere and build: Focus first on “low-hanging fruit” (goals 
that may be achieved with relatively limited effort). Over time, take on 
more complex issues that require more effort but yield greater impact.

• Continue to invest: Establish ongoing communication with your CTE 
counterpart to assess the effectiveness of joint efforts, consider 
additional needed action and discuss emerging issues.



Questions?
Comments?



Practitioner Panel



Shannon Boswell
Career, Technical and Adult 

Education Director
Montana Office of Public 

Instruction
Shannon.Boswell@mt.gov

Heather Denny
State Coordinator for 
Homeless Education

Montana Office of Public 
Instruction

hdenny@mt.gov

Tiara Booker-Dwyer
Assistant State 
Superintendent 

Division of Career and 
College Readiness

Maryland State Department 
of Education
tiara.booker-

dwyer@maryland.gov

Melissa Ferrell
State Coordinator for 
Homeless Education

Kentucky Department of 
Education

melissa.ferrell@
education.ky.gov

Karla Tipton
Branch Manager

Data and Return on 
Investment

Office of Career and 
Technical Education

Kentucky Department of 
Education

karla.tipton@
education.ky.gov

Meet Your Panelists

mailto:Shannon.Boswell@mt.gov
mailto:hdenny@mt.gov
mailto:tiara.booker-dwyer@maryland.gov
mailto:melissa.ferrell@education.ky.gov
mailto:karla.tipton@education.ky.gov


CTE Panel: CTE Pathways in Your District/State

• Why is the expanded definition of special 
populations in Perkins V so important to CTE 
right now?



CTE Panel: A Vision for Partnerships

• Please share about CTE and homeless 
education partnerships in your state. What has 
been done? What remains to be done?

• How would you like to see CTE, homeless 
education, and other partners work together 
to support CTE access and success for learners 
experiencing homelessness moving forward?



CTE Panel: A Success Story

• Please share a success story about supporting 
CTE access and success for learners 
experiencing homelessness in your state.



Questions?
Comments?



Resources for More Information

• For more information on the education of students 
experiencing homelessness,
• visit the NCHE website

• visit NCHE’s Perkins V webpage

• contact the NCHE homeless education helpline with questions

• visit the EHCY program website

• For more information on Career and Technical Education,
• visit the Advance CTE website

• visit Advance CTE’s Making Good on the Promise series webpage

• visit Advance CTE’s Access and Equity Initiative webpage

• visit the Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education (OCTAE) website

Download the NCHE/Advance CTE joint brief

https://nche.ed.gov/
https://nche.ed.gov/cte/
https://nche.ed.gov/resources/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/school-support-and-accountability/education-for-homeless-children-and-youths-grants-for-state-and-local-activities/
https://careertech.org/
https://careertech.org/resource/series/making-good-promise
https://careertech.org/initiatives
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/index.html
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Making-Good-on-the-Promise-CTE-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Making-Good-on-the-Promise-CTE-Homelessness.pdf


Resource Spotlight:
NCHE’s Guided Discussion Tool

Education Goals and Supports:
A Guided Discussion Tool

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ed-guided-discussion-tool.docx


Thank You for Joining Us!

Christina Dukes
Deputy Director, Partnerships and Policy

National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)
cdukes@serve.org

Kate Kreamer
Deputy Executive Director

Advance CTE
jculina@careertech.org

mailto:cdukes@serve.org
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