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APPendix 12
delAwAre interscHolAstic AtHletic AssociAtion Policies for 

HoMeless students 1

1008: DIAA Junior High/Middle School Interscholastic Athletics

2.2.1.1 A student who, pursuant to established school board policy or administrative 
procedure, remains in a school he/she has been attending after his/her legal residence 
changes to the attendance zone of a different school in the same school district, may 
exercise, prior to the first official student day of the subsequent academic year, a one-
time election to remain at his/her current school and thereby not lose athletic eligibil-
ity. If a student chooses to remain at his/her current school and then transfers to the 
school in his/her new attendance zone on or after the first official student day of the 
subsequent academic year, he/she shall be ineligible for ninety (90) school days….

2.2.1.6 Notwithstanding 2.2.1, a student who is homeless as defined in the McKinney- 
Vento Act, 42 U.S.C. 11434a(2) shall be eligible to participate at the public school in 
which he/she is enrolled.”

1009: DIAA Senior High School Interscholastic Athletics

2.2.1 With the exception of boarding school students, a student must be living with 
his/her custodial parent(s), legal guardian(s), or relative caregiver in the attendance 
zone of the school which he/she attends, or be a student 18 years of age or older and 
living in the attendance zone of the school which he/she attends (see 2.2.1.7), in order 
to be eligible for inter- scholastic athletics in that school. In cases of joint custody, the 
custodial parent shall be the parent with actual physical placement as determined by 
court. In the case of shared custody the parents must commit to sending the student 
to a particular school for the year. Maintaining multiple residences in order to circum-
vent this requirement shall render the student ineligible….

2.2.1.8 Notwithstanding 2.2.1, a student who is homeless as defined in the McKinney-
Vento Act, 42 U.S.C. 11434a(2) shall be eligible to participate at the public school in 
which he/she is enrolled.

2.4.2 If a student has previously participated in interscholastic athletics, he/she shall 
be ineligible for a period of ninety (90) school days commencing with the first day of of-
ficial attendance in the receiving school unless one of the following exceptions applies:
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…2.4.2.6 The transfer is the result of the student being homeless as defined in the 
McKinney-Vento Act, 42 U.S.C. 11434a(2).

 2.4.2.6.1 Notwithstanding the above, the student shall be ineligible under the ninety 
(90) school day ineligibility clause where the student’s homeless status is created by 
the student or his/her family for the primary reason of: 

2.4.2.6.1.1 Seeking a superior team; or 
2.4.2.6.1.2 Seeking a team more compatible with the student’s abilities; or 
2.4.2.6.1.3 Dissatisfaction with the philosophy, policies, methods or actions of a 
coach or administrator pertaining to interscholastic athletics; or 
2.4.2.6.1.4 Avoiding disciplinary action imposed by the school of origin related to 
or affecting interscholastic athletic participation.


