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Homeless Children and Youth Program
State Educational Agency Informal Needs Assessment

Instructions
State Coordinators should undertake an annual review of data and activities to ensure that the State Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program is identifying and meeting the needs of homeless children and youth through activities conducted at the State level, as well as through activities to oversee and support local educational agencies (LEAs) in serving homeless children and youth. 
This informal needs assessment tool provides a series of questions that State Coordinators may use to determine the status of their services for homeless children and youth and to identify where to focus efforts to meet the most critical needs of these students. This questionnaire should be used in conjunction with a review of data that provides the numbers of homeless children and youth identified, their primary nighttime residence, absenteeism, discipline referrals, drop-out rate, and level of academic proficiency. State Coordinators should also review their phone and email logs to identify recurring problems and concerns, along with past State EHCY program monitoring reports. Input from other program administrators and stakeholders will also enhance the quality of responses.
The questions are organized by key focus areas for the work of the SEA in homeless education and reflect provisions in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney-Vento Act), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA). References to relevant portions of the McKinney-Vento Act are included for each area. The questions are comprehensive to ensure that all aspects of the McKinney-Vento program are included. Focus areas include: 
· 
2

· Awareness
· Policies and Procedures
· Disputes
· Identification
· Enrollment
· School Selection
· Access to Services
· Transportation
· School Success
· Collaboration within the SEA
· Collaboration with Title I
· External Collaboration
· Subgrants
· Magnet, Summer, On-line Learning, Career-Technical Education, Advanced Placement, Charter Schools (if applicable)
· Data Quality/Data Usage
· Resources, Capacity, and Compliance

This tool is designed to be customized to fit your program. You may find that you have more information for some areas than others, or that some of your responses are based more on what you know from experience (and others’ experience), rather than hard data. The questions are intended to spark discussion more than be utilized as a formal needs assessment framework, in order to accommodate the time and resources available to respond to them. State Coordinators would find it worthwhile to spend at least several hours completing the questionnaire, but some may choose to spend longer, engaging the input of other program administrators and stakeholders.

	Awareness

	Functions of the Office of Coordinator –  Gather and make available reliable, valid, and comprehensive information on the number of homeless children and youths identified in the State, which shall be posted annually on the State educational agency’s website. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)(1)(A)]

State Plan Requirements – A description of programs for school personnel (including liaisons designated under subparagraph (J)(ii), principals and other school leaders, attendance officers, teachers, enrollment personnel, and specialized instructional support personnel) to heighten the awareness of such school personnel of the specific needs of homeless children and youths, including such children and youths who are runaway and homeless youths. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(D)]

Coordination Purpose – Each local educational agency  is required to coordinate with State and local housing agencies. This coordination must be designed to “raise the awareness of school personnel and service providers of the effects of short-term stays in a shelter and other challenges associated with homelessness.” [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(5)(C)(iii)]

LEA liaison duties – Each local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youth, designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), shall ensure that – public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths is disseminated in locations frequented by parents or guardians of such children and youths, and unaccompanied youths, including schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup kitchens, in a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians of homeless children and youths, and unaccompanied youths; [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A)(vi)] 

State coordinators established under subsection (d)(3) and local educational agencies shall inform school personnel, service providers, advocates working with homeless families, parents and guardians of homeless children and youths, and homeless children and youths of the duties of the local educational agency liaisons, and publish an annually updated list of the liaisons on the State educational agency’s website. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(B)] 

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· What is the level of awareness of school personnel of the needs of homeless children and youth and the McKinney-Vento Act?
· What is the level of awareness of homeless parents and youth of rights and services under the McKinney-Vento Act?
· What is the level of awareness of community organizations and service providers of the needs of homeless children and youth and the McKinney-Vento Act?
· What programs, activities, and trainings are conducted for the purpose of increasing awareness of homeless children and youth?
· Are posters widely disseminated in schools and throughout communities?
· Is an annually updated list of local liaisons published on the SEA’s website?
	
	
	



	Policies and Procedures 

	Statement of Policy – In any State where compulsory residency requirements or other requirements, in laws, regulations, practices, or policies may act as a barrier to the identification of, or the enrollment, attendance, or success in school of homeless children and youths, the State educational agency and local educational agencies  in the State will review and undertake steps to revise such laws, regulations, practices, or policies to ensure that homeless children and youths are afforded the same free, appropriate public education as provided to other children and youths. [42 U.S.C. § 11431(2)]

State Plan Requirements – Must include a description of procedures 
· That the State educational agency will use to identify homeless children and youths in the State and to assess their needs [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(B)]; 
· That ensure that homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local nutrition programs [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(E)]; 
· That ensure that homeless children have access to public preschool programs, administered by the State educational agency or local educational agency, as provided to other children in the State [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(F)(i)];
· That ensure that  youths described in section 725(2) [definition of the term ‘homeless children and youths’] and youths separated from public school are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate education and support services, including by identifying and removing barriers that prevent youths described in this clause from receiving appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school, in accordance with State, local, and school policies [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(F)(ii)]; and
· That ensure that homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria do not face barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet school, summer school, career and technical education, advanced placement, online learning, and charter school programs, if such programs are available at the State and local levels [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(F)(iii)].

The State plan must also include:
A demonstration that the State educational agency and the local educational agencies have developed, and shall review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the identification of homeless children and youths, and the enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(I)]; and
An assurance that the State and the local educational agencies in the State will adopt policies and practices to ensure that transportation is provided, at the request of a parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the school of origin [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(J)(iii)].

Review and Revisions – 
(A) Each State educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance under this subtitle shall review and revise any policies that may act as barriers to the identification of homeless children and youths or the enrollment of homeless children and youths in schools selected under paragraph (3) [best interest determination];
(B) In reviewing and revising such policies, consideration shall be given to issues concerning transportation, immunization, residency, birth certificates, school records and other documentation, and guardianship; 
(C) Special attention shall be given to ensuring the identification, enrollment, and attendance of homeless children and youths who are not currently attending school. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(7)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· How often do you review state-level policies, regulations, and practices that might be barriers to the school enrollment, attendance, and success of homeless students? 
· What types of complaints regarding compliance issues or barriers are received most frequently by the SEA that should be addressed in policies?
· What written policies or memos has the SEA issued related to each of the policy items that are required in the State plan? What policy areas are missing in these documents?
· How have these policies been disseminated to LEAs to ensure consistency of MV implementation across the state?
	
	
	



	Dispute Resolution

	State Plan – Must include a description of procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youths. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(C)]

LEA Requirements – If a dispute arises over eligibility, or school selection or enrollment in a school – 
(i) the child or youth shall be immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is sought, pending final resolution of the dispute, including all available appeals; 
(ii) the parent or guardian of the child or youth or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth shall be provided with a written explanation of any decisions related to school selection or enrollment made by the school, the local educational agency, or the State educational agency involved, including the rights of the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth to appeal such decisions; 
(iii) the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth shall be referred to the local educational agency liaison, designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall carry out the dispute resolution process as described in paragraph (1)(C) [disputes in the State plan] as expeditiously as possible after receiving notice of the dispute; and 
(iv) in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison shall ensure that the youth is immediately enrolled in the school in which the youth seeks enrollment pending resolution of such dispute. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(E)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· Does the state have a dispute resolution policy with which all LEAs are familiar?
· Does the dispute resolution policy result in disputes being carried out in an efficient and timely way?
· Is the dispute policy specific enough to enable those involved to follow a clear and logical process to resolution?
· Do LEAs provide parents, guardians, or unaccompanied youth with written notice of a decision and how they may initiate a dispute?  
· Are students enrolled in the school requested and provided all services during the dispute resolution process?
· What challenges exist with carrying out the dispute process? How have these been addressed?
	
	
	



	Identification

	State Plan Requirements – Such plan shall include the following:  A description of the procedures the SEA will use to identify such children and youths in the State and to assess their needs. [42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(B)]

LEA Liaison Requirements –Each local agency liaison for homeless children and youths, designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), shall ensure that – homeless children and youths are identified by school personnel through outreach and coordination activities with other entities and agencies.  [42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)(A)(i)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· How many homeless children and youth are reported as enrolled in LEAs in your state? Is this number consistent with other states similar to your state?
· How many LEAs (or % of LEAs) in your state report 0 (or < 5) homeless students enrolled?
· Do you consider levels of poverty (indicated by such rough measures as % of students receiving free meals; amount of Title I, Part A allocations to LEAs; or Census data on poverty) when reviewing low numbers reported?
· Is it likely that there are homeless children and youth in your state whom have not been identified and are not attending school?
· How do you follow up with LEAs that could possibly be underidentifying homeless children and youth?
· Do LEAs utilize a residency form upon enrollment to identify students who may be homeless?
· To what extent do LEAs experience challenges with understanding the McKinney-Vento definition and making appropriate eligibility determinations, especially in the areas of students living doubled up and unaccompanied homeless youth?
· What identification challenges are unique to your state? How have you addressed them? 
· What training and technical assistance do you provide to LEAs and liaisons on identifying homeless students and determining eligibility, especially for specific groups of homeless students (e.g., those living in doubled up situations, unaccompanied homeless youth, preschool-aged children)?
	
	
	



	Enrollment

	State Plan Requirements –  Must include

Strategies to address other problems with respect to the education of homeless children and youths, including problems resulting from enrollment delays that are caused by – (i)requirements of immunization and other required health records; (ii) residency requirements; (iii) lack of birth certificates, school records, or other documentation; (iv) guardianship issues; or (v) uniform or dress code requirements. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(H)]
A demonstration that the State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State have developed, and shall review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the identification of homeless children and youths, and the enrollment and retention of homeless children and youths in schools in the State, including barriers to enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(I)]

LEA Requirements – 

Immediate enrollment – 
(i) The school selected in accordance with this paragraph [on the best interest determination] shall immediately enroll the homeless child or youth, even if the child or youth – 
(I) is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, records of immunization and other required health records, proof of residency, or other documentation; or 
(II) has missed application deadlines during any period of homelessness. 
(ii) The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended by the child or youth to obtain relevant academic and other records. 
(iii) If the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations or other required health records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the parent or guardian of the child or youth or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth to the local educational agency liaison, designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall assist in obtaining necessary immunizations or screenings, or immunization or other required health records in accordance with subparagraph D [records]. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(C)]

Records – Any record ordinarily kept by the school, including immunization or other required health records, academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for special services or programs regarding each homeless child or youth shall be maintained so that the records involved are available, in a timely fashion, when a child or youth enters a new school or school district. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(D)(i)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· Do homeless students experience delays in enrollment (and being placed in classes) that cause absences and educational disruption?
· Do homeless children and youth experience barriers to enrollment due to outstanding fines, fees, or absences?
· How many and what types of complaints do you receive regarding barriers to the enrollment of homeless children and youth?
· How many and what types of complaints do you receive specifically on the enrollment of unaccompanied homeless youth?
· What training and technical assistance to LEAs and liaisons receive on enrolling homeless students?
	
	
	



	School Selection

	LEA Requirements  - 
· The local educational agency serving each child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall, according to the child’s or youth’s best interest (i) continue the child’s or youth’s education in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness (I) in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years or during an academic year; and (II) for the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes permanently housed during an academic year; or (ii) or enroll the child or youth in any public school that nonhomeless students who live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living is are eligible to attend. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(A)]
· The term ‘school of origin’ means the school that a child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool. [42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(3)(I)(i)]
· When the child or youth completes the final grade level served by the school of origin, as described in clause (i), the term ‘school of origin’ shall include the designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(I)(ii)]
· In determining the best interest of the child or youth under subparagraph (A), the local educational agency shall (i) presume that keeping the child or youth in the school of origin is in the child’s or youth’s best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth; (ii) consider student-centered factors related to the child’s or youth’s best interest , including factors related to the impact of mobility on achievement, education, health, and safety of homeless children and youth, giving priority to the request of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth; (iii) if, after conducting the best interest determination based on consideration of the presumption in clause (i) and the student-centered factors in clause (ii), the local educational agency determines that it is not in the best child’s or youth’s best interest to attend the school of origin or the school requested by the parent or guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth, provide the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian or the unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of the reasons for its determination, in a manner and form understandable to such parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth, including information regarding the right to appeal under subparagraph (E) [enrollment disputes]. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(B)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· What is the average mobility rate of homeless students (number of school transfers in a year)? How does this compare to the average mobility rate of students in the state?
· Do most LEAs act on the presumption that remaining in the school of origin is in the homeless child’s or youth’s best interest?
· Do young homeless children attending SEA-or LEA-preschools remain in their school of origin?
· Are designated receiving schools for feeder schools considered schools of origin for homeless students who complete the final grade level served by a school of origin? 
· What training and technical assistance do LEAs and liaisons receive on making best interest determinations for school selection?
· What calls and complaints do you receive indicating barriers to homeless students remaining in their school of origin? How have these been addressed?
	
	
	



	Transportation

	State Plan Requirements –  Such plan shall include the following: Assurances that the following will be carried out – the state and local educational agencies in the State will adopt policies and practices to ensure that transportation is provided, at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the school of origin as determined under paragraph (3) [definition of ‘school of origin’]. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(J)(iii)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· What in the average length of time for LEAs to arrange transportation for homeless children and youth?
· Are transportation services arranged quickly so that attendance is not impacted?
· Do LEAs have formal or informal interdistrict policies in place for sharing the cost and responsibility for transporting homeless students across school district lines for remaining in the school of origin?
· Do state pupil transportation policies allow for flexibility in determining the most efficient mode of transportation to and from the school of origin?
· What calls or complaints have you received that indicate barriers to transportation for homeless students?
· What training and technical assistance do LEAs receive on arranging transportation for homeless children and youth?
	
	
	



	Access to Services

	State Plan Requirements –  Must include 
· A description of how such children and youths are (or will be) given the opportunity to meet the same challenging State academic standards as all students are expected to meet [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(A)]; 
· A description of procedures that ensure that homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local nutrition programs [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(E)];  
· A description of procedures that ensure that— (i) homeless children have equal access to public preschool programs, administered by the State educational agency or local educational agency, as provided to other children in the State; (ii) homeless youths as described in section 725 (2) [definition of homeless children and youths] and youths separated from public schools are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services, including by identifying and removing barriers that prevent youths described in this clause from receiving appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school, in accordance with State, local, and school policies; and (iii) homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria do not face barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet school, summer school, career and technical education, advanced placement, on-line learning, and charter school programs, if such programs are available at the State and local levels [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(F)]; 
· Assurances that the following will be carried out – The State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State will adopt policies and practices to ensure that homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(J)(i)]

LEA Liaison Requirements – Each local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii)shall ensure that(iii) homeless families and homeless children and youths have access to and receive educational services for which such families are eligible, including services through Head Start programs (including Early Head Start programs) under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.), early intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.) and other preschool programs administered by the local educational agency; (iv) homeless families and homeless children and youth receive referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health and substance abuse services, housing services, and other appropriate services. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A)]

LEA Liaison Requirements – Must ensure that – unaccompanied youths (I) are enrolled in school; (II) have opportunities to meet the same challenging State academic standards as the State establishes for other children and youths, including through implementation of procedures under paragraph (1)(F)(ii); and (III) are informed of their status as independent students under section 480 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087vv)  and that the youths may obtain assistance from the local educational agency liaison to receive verification of such status for purposes of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid described in section 483 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1090). [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A)(x)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· How do the SEA and LEAs ensure that homeless students are enrolled and assisted with basic school requirements (e.g., records transfer, health and immunization records, and residency)?
· What processes do LEAs implement to ensure that homeless students are linked to all services for which they are eligible, including tutoring and other academic support services?
· Are homeless students able to access free meals immediately when they become homeless or enroll in school? 
· How do the LEAs ensure that young homeless children have access to public preschool programs administered by the SEA or LEA? 
· How are young homeless children linked to Head Start, Early Head Start, and early intervention services under IDEA, Part C?
· What special activities are undertaken on behalf of homeless unaccompanied or out-of-school youth? 
· How are homeless youth enabled to accumulate credits and receive credit for work partially completed when they move from one school to another?
· How are homeless students supported in participating in extracurricular activities, including athletics?
· What processes ensure that homeless students with IEPs from other LEAs are provided immediate and continual services?
· How do LEAs ensure that homeless children and youth and their families are linked to community services as needed?
· How do you support LEAs in addressing the special needs of homeless students, including their trauma needs, in order to help them succeed in school?
· How do you ensure that homeless children and youth are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless? 
	
	
	



	School Success

	Statement of Policy – Homeless children and youths should have access to the education and other services that such children and youths need to ensure that such children and youths have an opportunity to meet the same challenging State academic standards to which all students are held. [42 U.S.C. § 11431(4)]

State Plan – Must include 
· A description of how homeless children and youths are (or will be) given the opportunity to meet the same challenging State academic standards as all students are expected to meet [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(A)]; 
· A description of procedures that ensure that – youths described in section 725(2) [definition of homeless children and youths] and youths separated from public schools are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services, including by identifying barriers and removing barriers that prevent youths described in this clause from receiving appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school, in accordance with State, local, and school policies; [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(F)(ii)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· How do homeless children and youth perform academically in comparison to the state average for all students? How does your program address the gaps?
· What is the rate of grade-level promotion or retention for homeless students? How does that compare to the LEA or state average? How does your program address the gaps?
· How does the attendance rate of homeless children and youth compare to the state average? How does your program address the gaps?
· What is the state’s rate of homeless youth dropping out of school? What is the on-time graduation rate of homeless students? How do these rates compare with the state average for all students? What services exist to enroll and retain homeless youth?
· What policies and practices enable homeless students to recover credits or attain partial credit for work completed while attending a prior school?
· How does the rate of disciplinary referrals and suspensions for homeless students and youth compare to the state average? How does your program address the gaps?
	
	
	



	Collaboration within the SEA and LEAs

	Functions of the State Coordinator – The Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths established in each State shall – in order to improve the provision of comprehensive education and related services to homeless children and youths and their families, coordinate activities and collaborate with educators, including teachers, special education personnel, administrators, and child development and preschool program personnel. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)(4)(A)]

Coordination Purpose – The coordination required under subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall be designed to – (i) ensure that all homeless children and youths are promptly identified; (ii) ensure that homeless children and youths have access to, and are in reasonable proximity to, available education and related support services ; and (iii) raise awareness of school personnel and service providers of the effects of short-term stays in a shelter and other challenges associated with homelessness. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(5)(C)]

Homeless Children and Youths with Disabilities – For children and youths who are to be assisted both under this subtitle, and under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) or section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794),each local educational agency shall coordinate the provision of services under this part with the provision of programs for children with disabilities served by that local educational agency and other involved local educational agencies. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(5)(D)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· How do you ensure coordination among SEA programs serving homeless students experiencing homelessness? 

Consider specifically 
· pupil transportation
· special education
· child nutrition
· English learners
· early childhood
· early learning services
· migrant education
· dropout prevention
· after school programs
· school counseling
· charter schools, if applicable
	
	
	



	Title I

	Title I Requirements – 

For any State desiring to receive a grant under this part, the State educational agency shall file with the Secretary a plan that is…coordinated with…the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. [20 U.S.C. § 6311(a)(1)(B)].

A local educational agency may receive a subgrant under this part for any fiscal year only if such agency has on file with the State educational agency a plan, approved by the State educational agency, that…is coordinated with…the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. [20 U.S.C. § 6312(a)(1)(B)]. 

Each local educational agency plan shall describe…the services the local educational agency will provide homeless children and youths, including services provided with funds reserved under section 6313(c)(3)(A), to support the enrollment, attendance, and success of homeless children and youths, in coordination with the services the local educational agency is providing under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11301 et seq.)  [20 U.S.C. § 6312(b)(6)] 

A local educational agency shall reserve such funds as are necessary under this part…to provide services comparable to those provided to children in schools funded under this part to serve homeless children and youths, including providing educationally related support services to children in shelters and other locations where children may live. [20 U.S.C. § 6313(c)(3)(A)(i)] 

Funds reserved under subparagraph (A)(i) [for comparable services for homeless children and youths] may be determined based on a needs assessment of homeless children and youths in the local educational agency, taking into consideration the number and needs of homeless children and youths in the local educational agency, and which needs assessment may be the same needs assessment as conducted under section 11433(b)(1) of title 42 [20 U.S.C. § 6313(c)(3)(C)(i)]; and used to provide homeless children and youths with services not ordinarily provided to other students under this part including providing – (I) funding for the liaison designated pursuant to section 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii) of title 42; and (II) transportation pursuant to section 11432(g)(1)(J)(iii) of such title [20 U.S.C. § 6313(c)(3)(C)(ii)]. 
[bookmark: c_3_C_i][bookmark: c_3_C_ii][bookmark: c_3_C_ii_I][bookmark: c_3_C_ii_II]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· What percentage of homeless students receive services through Title I, Part A?
· What type of coordination exists at the SEA level to ensure that homeless students are served by LEA Title I programs?
· What percentage of LEAs reserve funds for homeless students? 
· Do these programs set aside an amount sufficient to meet the needs of homeless children and youth in the LEA?
· Are these amounts based on a discussion of data on and needs of homeless students?
· Are you able to review LEA consolidated plans for ways that homeless students are served through Title I, Part A (e.g., homeless reservations and participation in schoolwide schools and targeted assistance programs)?
· Do you require a description of the Title I Part A homeless reservation included in the McKinney-Vento subgrant application?
	
	
	



	External Collaboration

	Function of the State Coordinator – The Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths established in each State shall – in order to improve the provision of comprehensive education and related services to homeless children and youths, coordinate and collaborate with (B) providers of services to homeless children and youths and their families, including public and private child welfare and social service agencies, law enforcement agencies, juvenile and family courts, agencies providing mental health services, domestic violence agencies, child care providers, runaway and homeless youth centers, and providers of services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.); (C) providers of emergency, transitional, and permanent housing to homeless children and youths, and their families, including public housing agencies, shelter operators, operators of transitional housing facilities, and providers of transitional living programs for homeless youths; (E) community organizations and groups representing homeless children and youths and their families. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)(4)]

Coordination with Housing Assistance – If applicable, each State educational agency and local educational agency that receives assistance under this part shall coordinate with State and local housing agencies responsible for developing the comprehensive housing affordability strategy described in section 105 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12705) to minimize educational disruption for children and youths who become homeless. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(5)(B)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· What activities do you conduct to foster coordination and collaboration (at the SEA or LEA level) with the following: 
· Public and private child welfare and social service agencies
· Law enforcement agencies
· Juvenile and family courts 
· Agencies providing mental health services
· Domestic violence agencies 
· Child care providers
· Runaway and homeless youth centers 
· providers of services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act
· Housing and HUD-funded programs
· Head Start and Early Head Start 
· Early Intervention programs (IDEA, Part C)
· Shelters
· Higher education institutions
· Other groups serving homeless children and youth and their families
	
	
	



	Subgrants

	Grants for State and Local Activities – From sums made available each year to a State through grants under subsection (a) to carry out this subtitle, the State educational agency shall distribute not less than 75 per cent in subgrants to local educational agencies for the purposes of carrying out section 723, except that States funded at the minimum level set forth in subsection (c)(1) shall distribute not less than 50 percent in subgrants to local educational agencies for the purposes of carrying out section 723. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(e)(1)]

LEA Subgrants – The State educational agency shall, in accordance with section 722(e), and from amounts made available to such agency under section 726,  make subgrants to local educational agencies for the purpose of facilitating the identification, enrollment, attendance, and success in school of homeless children and youths. [42 U.S.C. § 11433(a)(1)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· Does the State distribute not less than 75% in subgrants to LEAs each year (50% for States funded at the minimum level)?
· How many subgrants does the SEA award, and what is the range of the awards?
· How many years is the subgrant cycle?
· How are the number and the amounts of the awards determined?
· How do you oversee the programmatic and budgetary aspects of the subgrants?
	
	
	



	Magnet Schools, Summer School Programs, Career and Technical Education, Advanced Placement, On-line Learning, and Charter Schools (if applicable)

	State Plan Requirements – Must include a description of procedures that ensure that homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria do not face barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet school, summer school, career and technical education, advanced placement, on-line learning, and charter school programs, if such programs are available at the State and local levels. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(F)(iii)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· What policies and procedures ensure that eligible homeless children and youth can enroll in magnet schools, summer school programs, career and technical education programs, on-line learning, and charter schools without barriers?
· To what extent do LEAs enable homeless children and youth to participate in extracurricular activities? What barriers exist to their participation in athletics?
· What do you do to create awareness in charter schools of the needs and rights of homeless students?
· In states where charter schools are considered their own LEA, do all charter schools have homeless liaisons?
· Do charter schools follow the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act, particularly with regard to identification, enrollment, and transportation?
· How do charter schools receive training and professional development on serving homeless children and youth?
· Do charter schools submit data to the SEA and EDFacts on homeless children and youth?
	
	
	



	Data Quality/Data Usage

	Functions of the Office of Coordinator – The Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths established in each State shall—
(1) gather and make publicly available reliable, valid, and comprehensive information on (A) the number of homeless children and youth identified in the State, which shall be posted annually on the State educational agency’s website; (B) the nature and extent of the problems homeless children and youths have in gaining access to public preschool programs and to public elementary school and secondary schools; (C) the difficulties in identifying the special needs and barriers to the participation and achievement of such children and youths; (D) any progress made by the State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State addressing such problems and difficulties; and (E)  the success of the programs under this subtitle in identifying homeless children and youths and allowing such children and youths to enroll in, attend, and succeed in, school [42 U.S.C. § 11432.(f)(1)].

Functions of the Office of Coordinator – The Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths established in each State shall—
(3) collect data for and transmit to the Secretary, at such time and in such manner as the Secretary may reasonably require, a report containing information necessary to assess the educational needs of homeless children and youths within the State, including data necessary for the Secretary to fulfill responsibilities under section 724(h) [collecting and disseminating data].  [42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)(3)]

Leading Indicators for EHCY programs (“Proposed Education for Homeless Children and Youth Leading Indicators and New GPA Measures” developed by an ED work group in 2014)
· The percentage of States monitored by ED in a fiscal year that used LEA level data for a risk assessment to target monitoring and technical assistance in that year.
· The number of States that have updated annual work plans based on data from a needs assessment and the establishment of measurable goals that address identified needs.

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· How does the SEA ensure that LEAs collect and provide quality data to the SEA and to EDFacts annually?
· What is the level of coordination between you and the SEA data (EDFacts) coordinators? 
· To what extent do you have access to review the LEA-level data before and after submission?
· What comments has the SEA received from the U.S. Department of Education regarding data quality concerns? How have these been addressed?
· How does the SEA make data on homeless children and youth available? Are the numbers of homeless students identified in the State posted annually on the SEA website?
· What technical assistance and information do you provide to LEAs to ensure that they collect and submit quality data? 
· Does the SEA receive data on homeless students from every LEA?
· To what extent do you review LEA data to target technical assistance and monitoring to LEAs most at risk of noncompliance?
· To what extent do you review LEA data to develop an annual work plan?
	
	
	



	Resources, Capacity, and Compliance

	Statement of Policy – Activities – Grants under this section [grants for state and local activities for the education of homeless children and youth] shall be used for the following: 
establish or designate in the State educational agency an Office of the Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youths that can sufficiently carry out the duties described for the Office in accordance with subsection (f) [functions of the Office of Coordinator] [42 U.S.C. § 11432(d)(3)];
to prepare and carry out the State plan described in section (g) [42 U.S.C. § 11432(d)(4)];
develop and implement professional development programs for liaisons, designated under subsection (g)(1)(J)(ii) and other local educational agency personnel.  [42 U.S.C. § 11432(d)(5)]

State and Local Subgrants – A State educational agency may use the grant funds remaining after the State educational agency distributes subgrants under paragraph (1) [minimum disbursements by States] to conduct activities under subsection (f) [functions of the Office of Coordinator] directly or through grants and contracts.  [42 U.S.C. § 11432(e)(2)]

Functions of the Office of Coordinator – (5) provide technical assistance to and conduct monitoring of local educational agencies in coordination with local educational agency liaisons, designated under subsection (g)(1)(J)(ii), to ensure that local educational agencies comply with the requirements of subsection (e)(3) ad paragraphs (3) through (7) of subsection (g);  (6) provide professional development opportunities for local educational agency personnel and the local educational agency liaison, designated under subsection (g)(1)(J)(ii), to assist such personnel and liaison in identifying and meeting the needs of homeless children and youths, and provide training on the definitions of terms related to homelessness specified in sections 103, 401, and 725 to the liaison-; (7) respond to inquiries from parents and guardians of homeless children and youth, and (in the case of unaccompanied youths) such youths, to ensure that each child or youth who is subject of such an inquiry receives full protections and services provided by this subtitle. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(f)]

State Plan Requirements: Must provide assurances that 
The local educational agencies will designate an appropriate staff person, able to carry out the duties described in paragraph (6)(A) [of the local liaison] who may also be a coordinator for other Federal programs, as the local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youth. [42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1) (J)(ii)];
The State and the local educational agencies in the State will adopt policies and practices to ensure participation by liaisons described in clause (ii) in professional development and other technical assistance activities provided pursuant to paragraphs (5) and (6) of subsection (f) [functions of Office of Coordinator] as determined appropriate by the Office of Coordinator. [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(J)(iv)]

	Questions to Consider
	What’s in Place
	What’s Needed
	Priority

	· Are you provided the time and support to sufficiently carry out your duties?
· What is the annual budget to carry out state-level activities? What is the percentage of the total State McKinney-Vento grant that is allocated to state-level activities? What other funds, if any, support state-level activities?
· To what extent do you use the State plan as a guide to implement the EHCY program? 
· Do you develop an annual work plan to carry out your duties?
· Do you provide professional development and technical assistance to LEAs and liaisons that is sufficient to enable them to carry out their responsibilities with regard to homeless children and youth? 
· How do you ensure that every local liaison is trained on the McKinney-Vento Act and has the capacity to carry out his or her duties?
· How often does the SEA monitor LEAs with McKinney-Vento subgrants? 
· How often does the SEA monitor LEAs without McKinney-Vento subgrants?
· Does SEA monitoring of LEAs include sufficient questions or indicators to determine the level of compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act?
· What is the average time between receiving a request from a parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth and responding?
	
	
	



Needs Assessment Summary: High Priority Needs

In the following table, list the highest priority needs identified in the guiding questions and create a concrete (measurable) goal that the LEA should achieve during the next year to address each need. This information will guide the development of an annual action plan.
	Focus Area
	Priority Needs
	Measurable Goal

	Awareness


	
	

	Policies and 
Procedures

	
	

	Disputes


	
	

	Identification


	
	

	Enrollment


	
	

	School Selection


	
	

	Access to Services


	
	

	Transportation


	
	

	Student Success


	
	

	Collaboration within the SEA

	
	

	Collaboration with Title I

	
	

	External Collaboration

	
	

	Subgrants


	
	

	Magnet Schools, Summer School Programs, Career and Technical Education, Advanced Placement, On-line Learning, and Charter Schools (if applicable)

	
	

	Data Quality/Data Usage

	
	

	Resources and Capacity

	
	



Stakeholders Providing Input to the Guiding Question Responses
	Name
	Role Group
	Phone
	Email
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