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General State Planning
Exploratory Conversations and Notes
Categorized by State Plan Requirements [42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(A-J)]
Alternative 1

	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(A) - A description of how such children and youths are (or will be) given the opportunity to meet the same challenging State academic achievement standards all students are expected to meet.

	Issues Addressed: Access to Services, Data Quality/Data Usage, School Success, Internal Collaboration, External Collaboration, Resources

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Monitoring Indicators
· How does the LEA collect local data and transmit information requested on homeless students to the SEA?? (Monitoring Indicator 1)
· How do the SEA and LEAs ensure that homeless students are included in statewide assessments? (Monitoring Indicator 1)
· What emphasis do SEA and LEA place on student academic outcomes as part of the subgrant application? (Monitoring Indicator 1)
· How does the LEA collect local data and transmit information requested on homeless students to the SEA?? (Monitoring Indicator 1)  
· How and from what sources does the State collect information to determine the ongoing needs of homeless students in the State? (Monitoring Indicator 2.1)
· How do the SEA and State Coordinators ensure coordination among SEA programs serving students experiencing homelessness, including Title I Part A, Title III, special education, early learning services, and at-risk youth programs? (Monitoring Indicator 2.1)
· How does the State Coordinator collaborate with other State agency staff to address the needs of homeless children and youth? (Monitoring Indicator 2.1)
· How do the SEA and State Coordinators ensure coordination among SEA programs serving students experiencing homelessness, including Title I Part A, Title III, special education, early learning services, and at-risk youth programs? (Monitoring Indicator 2.1)
· How do the SEA and LEA ensure that homeless students are enrolled and assisted with basic school requirements (e.g., records transfer, health and immunization records, and residency)? (Monitoring Indicator 2.2)
	

	Data Quality/Data Usage
· To what extent does the State Coordinator review data from the Consolidated State Performance Report on an annual basis for program planning?

	

	School Success
· How do homeless children and youth perform academically in comparison to the state average for all students? How does your program address the gaps?
· What is the rate of grade-level promotion or retention for homeless students? How does that compare to the LEA or state average? How does your program address the gaps?
· How does the attendance rate of homeless children and youth compare to the state average? How does your program address the gaps?
· What is the state’s rate of homeless youth dropping out of school? What is the on-time graduation rate of homeless students? How do these rates compare with the state average for all students? What services exist to enroll and retain homeless youth?
· What challenges do homeless youth face in accumulating credits?
	

	Access to Services
· With what programs do LEAs report coordination challenges? How have these been addressed?
· What processes do LEAs implement to ensure that homeless students are linked to all services for which they are eligible, including tutoring and other academic support services?
· With what state-level agencies does the State Coordinator collaborate to facilitate referrals to services for homeless children, families, and youth (e.g., housing, preschool, child welfare, childcare)?
	

	Resources
· What is your federal allocation of McKinney-Vento funds for homeless education?
· How are Title I Part A resources allocated to the provision of services to homeless students? How does it vary by LEA?
· How much time (% FTE) is devoted to homeless education programs on the part of the State Coordinator, Title IA coordinator, and support staff?
· How many LEAs reserve Title I Part A funds to meet the needs of homeless students? How do they use these funds?
· Is a description of the Title I Part A homeless reservation required as part of the LEA Consolidated Plan?
· Is a description of the Title I Part A reservation included in the McKinney-Vento subgrant application?
· What percentage of your state allocation of federal funds for homeless education do you reserve for state activities? How are these funds used?
· What state activities might strengthen your statewide homeless education program further?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(B) - A description of the procedures the State educational agency will use to identify such children and youths in the State and to assess their special needs.

	Issues Addressed: Identification, Data Quality/Data Usage

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Monitoring Indicators
· How does the SEA inform LEAs with and without subgrants about data collection responsibilities, and ensure complete, accurate and timely reports? (Monitoring Indicator 1)
	

	Data Review
· How many homeless children and youth are reported as enrolled in LEAs in your state? Is this number consistent with other states similar to your state?
· Do you consider the amount of the Title I Part A allocation to LEAs or percentage of students on free and reduced meals when reviewing low numbers reported?
· Do you consider data relative to poverty, unemployment, foreclosures, and other economic indicators/trends in your state?
· Does the SEA receive data on homeless students from every LEA?
	

	Underidentification
· How many LEAs (%) in your state report 0 (or < 5) homeless students enrolled?
· How do you follow up with LEAs that could possibly be underidentifying homeless children and youth?
· Is it likely that there are homeless children and youth in your state who have not been identified and are not attending school?
	

	Other
· Do LEAs utilize a residency form upon enrollment to identify students who may be homeless?
· What identification challenges are unique to your state? Have you addressed them? 
· To what extent do LEAs experience challenges with understanding the McKinney-Vento definition and making appropriate eligibility determinations, especially in the areas of students living doubled up and unaccompanied homeless youth?
· Do you provide training and technical assistance to LEAs on identifying specific groups of homeless students (e.g., living in doubled up situations, unaccompanied homeless youth, preschool-aged children)?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(C) - A description of procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youths. 

	Issues Addressed: Policies and Procedures, School Selection

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	School Selection
· What is the average mobility rate of homeless students (number of school transfers in a year)? How does this compare to the average mobility rate of the LEA and state?
· What calls and complaints have you received indicating barriers to homeless students remaining in their school of origin?
	

	Enrollment Disputes
· Does the state have an efficient dispute resolution policy with which all LEAs are familiar?
· Are enrollment disputes between homeless parents, guardians, or unaccompanied youth and the school or school district resolved quickly and efficiently, according to the state’s dispute resolution policy? 
· Do LEAs provide parents with written notice of a decision and how they parents may initiate a dispute?  
· Are students provided all services during the dispute resolution process?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(D) - A description of programs for school personnel (including principals, attendance officers, teachers, enrollment personnel, and pupil services personnel) to heighten the awareness of such personnel of the specific needs of runaway and homeless youths.

	Issues Addressed: Awareness

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Awareness
· What is the level of awareness of school personnel (local liaisons, registrars, superintendents, program administrators) of the McKinney-Vento Act?
· What is the level of awareness of homeless parents and youth of rights and services under the McKinney-Vento Act?
· Are posters widely disseminated in schools and throughout communities?
· What is the level of awareness of state-level agencies of the McKinney-Vento Act?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(E) - A description of procedures that ensure that homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local food programs.

	Issues Addressed: Access to Services

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Access to Services
· What barriers exist to accessing free meals for homeless students and how have they been addressed?
· To what extent did you achieve your measures of success from the previous year’s goals?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(F)  - A description of procedures that ensure that— 
(i) homeless children have equal access to the same public preschool programs, administered by the State agency, as provided to other children in the State; 
(ii) homeless youths and youths separated from the public schools are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services; and 
(iii) homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local before- and after-school care programs.

	Access to Services, Internal Collaboration

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Monitoring Indicators
· How does the State coordinator participate in Statewide activities that address the needs of homeless pre-school children and unaccompanied youth? (Monitoring Indicator 2.1)
· What special activities are undertaken on behalf of homeless preschool children and homeless unaccompanied or out-of-school youth? (Monitoring Indicator 2.2)
	

	Title I, Part A Participation
· How many homeless students receive services through Title I, Part A? Are there barriers to homeless students participating in Title I, Part A programs?
· How are Title I set aside funds spent to support the needs of homeless children and youth? Do LEAs set aside an amount sufficient to meet the needs of homeless children and youth in the LEA?
· What is the level of Title I coordination in LEAs to determine the amount of the homeless Title I set aside? Is this amount based on a discussion of data and needs?
	

	IDEA
· How many homeless students with disabilities are enrolled in the LEA? 
· What processes ensure that homeless students with IEPs from other LEAs are provided immediate and continual services?
	

	Preschool Programs
· How many homeless children 0-2 are served in LEAs with subgrants?
	

	Services for Homeless Youth
· What outreach activities do LEAs conduct to enroll and retain out-of-school youth?
· How are homeless youth supported in participating in extracurricular activities?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



Note: 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(G) is not listed was omitted as it references a report provided to the Secretary in (f)(3), which is not relevant for State Plan revisions.

	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(H) - Strategies to address other problems with respect to the education of homeless children and youths, including problems resulting from enrollment delays that are caused by— 
(i) immunization and medical records requirements; 
(ii) residency requirements; 
(iii) lack of birth certificates, school records, or other documentation; 
(iv) guardianship issues; or 
(v)  uniform or dress code requirements.

	Issues Addressed: Enrollment

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Enrollment
· How many and what types of complaints did you receive regarding barriers to the enrollment of homeless children and youth?
· How many and what types of complaints did you receive specifically on the enrollment of unaccompanied homeless youth (e.g., enrolling youth with our a parent or guardian)?
· Do homeless students experience delays in enrollment (and being placed in classes) that causes absences and educational disruption?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(I) -  A demonstration that the State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State have developed, and shall review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the enrollment and retention of homeless children and youths in schools in the State. 

	Issues: Procedures and Policies

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Monitoring Indicators
· Since the State submitted its 2002 application, has it reviewed, revised, and developed policies, or issued policy briefs or memoranda to ensure removal of barriers for homeless students? (Monitoring Indicator 2.1)
· How do the SEA and LEAs ensure enrollment in the school of origin, if feasible and in the best interest of the child, and transportation, when requested? (Monitoring Indicator 2.2)
	

	Policies and Procedures
· How often do you review state-level policies, regulations, and practices that might be barriers to the school enrollment, attendance, and success of homeless students (e.g., documents required for enrollment, credit accrual, enrollment of homeless unaccompanied youth, discipline policies)?
· What issues/barriers are addressed consistently in calls received by the state requesting information or technical assistance?
· What memos or policy documents or common forms have been provided by the state office to ensure consistency of McKinney-Vento implementation across the state?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(J)(i) – Assurances that the State educational agency and local educational agencies in the State will adopt policies and practices to ensure that homeless children and youths are not stigmatized or segregated on the basis of their status as homeless. 

	Issues Addressed: Policies and Procedures, School Success

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Policies and Procedures
· What barriers related to enrollment, segregation, or stigmatization are still faced by homeless students in your state? 
	

	School Success
· How does the rate of disciplinary referrals and suspensions for homeless students and youth compare to the state average? How does your program address the gaps?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(J)(ii) – Assurances that local educational agencies will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other Federal programs, as a local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, to carry out the duties described in paragraph (6)(A)

	Resources

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Monitoring Indicators
· What ongoing professional development activities does the State Coordinator provide to LEAs with and without subgrants about the requirements of McKinney-Vento? (Monitoring Indicator 2.2)
· What is the technical assistance that the State provides to LEAs to ensure that community agencies that serve homeless individuals are made aware of the rights of homeless students? Monitoring Indicator 2.2)
	

	Local Liaison Training
· What are the key training needs of local liaisons? Does the training provided by the state meet these needs?
· What documentation do you have to indicate how many local liaisons have participated in McKinney-Vento training?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
	



	State Plan Requirement 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(1)(J)(iii) - Assurances that the State and its local educational agencies will adopt policies and practices to ensure that transportation is provided, at the request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison), to and from the school of origin.

	Issues Addressed: School Selection, Transportation

	Good Questions to Ask
	Notes

	Monitoring Indicators
· How do the SEA and LEAs ensure enrollment in the school of origin, if feasible and in the best interest of the child, and transportation, when requested? (Monitoring Indicator 2.2)
	

	Transportation
· What calls or complaints have you received that indicate barriers to transportation for homeless students?
· What in the average length of time for LEAs to arrange transportation?
· Are transportation services arranged quickly so that attendance is not impacted?
· Are formal or informal interdistrict policies in place for sharing the cost and responsibility for transporting homeless students across school district lines for remaining in the school of origin?
· Do state pupil transportation policies allow for flexibility in determining the most efficient mode of transportation to and from the school of origin?
	

	Progress Since Last Year
· To what extent did the state program meet its yearly goals in this area?
· To what extent were the measurable indicators of success achieved?
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