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Students who are highly mobile, especially those facing the stressors of poverty or homelessness, enter our schools and classrooms with many needs that may include physical (e.g., shelter, food, and clothing), emotional (e.g., social skills, a sense of belonging, and coping), and academic (reading, mathematics, and other content areas) components. Because the needs of highly mobile students can be very diverse, there is no one approach to providing appropriate support. The previous chapters presented recommendations for educators that range from broad policy and school district-level strategies, to the classroom-level with general organizational structures and proposed reading practices suggested by current research.


A growing body of literature speaks to the education of highly mobile students. Much of this work addresses the larger policy implications and what is known about how well these students perform on assessments of academic achievement. Far less is known about the day-to-day instruction that occurs between a teacher and student. Many questions remain unanswered. Does effective instruction—in this case, reading instruction—look the same for students who are highly mobile as it does for their peers? If not, how does it vary? Do students who experience high mobility have access to effective instruction? What added challenges do teachers and students experience, and how are they overcome? 

The answers to such questions will require the concerted efforts of policymakers committed to understanding the needs of mobile students, researchers able to craft studies that are rigorous yet able to capture the unique needs of this special population, and educators at all levels who interact daily with these students and strive to implement instruction that is appropriate and effective. In the final analysis, there is far more to learn than we currently know about meeting the educational needs of highly mobile students. Nonetheless, as we focus our collective efforts on the issues of mobility, we can continue to improve the quality of education for this challenging group of students. 
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