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Flood Resources
Questions and Answers
 – McKinney-Vento 
Act
)Are students who are displaced by a disaster covered by the McKinney-Vento Act?
Yes. Students who lack a fixed, regular and adequate primary nighttime residence due to a disaster (flood, fire, hurricane, tornado, etc.) are considered homeless under the McKinney-Vento Act. They are entitled to the same legal protections and services as other students experiencing homelessness. The National Center for Homeless Education has many resources related to homeless education and natural disasters at:  http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/dis_prep.php

What is the definition of “homeless” under the McKinney-Vento Act?
The term “homeless children and youth” is defined as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate primary nighttime residence; and includes: 
1) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, inadequate trailers, or camping grounds due the lack of alternative accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;
2) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;
3) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard or inadequate housing, bus train or stations, or similar settings; and
4) migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (1) through (3).

What are the educational rights of children and youth experiencing homeless?
· A designated McKinney-Vento Liaison at every school district.
· The right to immediate enrollment in school, even if lacking paperwork normally required for enrollment.
· The right to attend school in his/her school of origin (if this is requested by the parent and is feasible) or the school in the attendance area where the family or youth is currently residing.
· The right to receive transportation to his/her school of origin, if this is requested by the parent.
· Categorical eligibility for free school meals and Title IA services.
· The right to services comparable to those received by household schoolmates, including transportation and supplemental educational services.
· The right to attend school along with children not experiencing homelessness. Segregation based on a student's status as homeless is strictly prohibited.
· The posting of homeless students’ rights in all schools and other places around the community.

Does every school district have a staff member that specializes in enrolling displaced children and youth in public schools?
Yes. The McKinney-Vento Act requires every local educational agency to “designate an appropriate staff person” to serve as liaison. 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(1)(J)(ii). A Colorado statewide list of liaisons can be found at: http://www.cde.state.co.us/dropoutprevention/homeless_liaisons

For more information on the McKinney-Vento Act, please contact: 
Dana Scott, State Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth, Colorado Department of Education
Phone:  303-866-6930,  e-mail: scott_d@cde.state.co.us
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