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                                                  Nancy S. Grasmick
                            State Superintendent of Schools

200 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, MD 21201
     410 767-0100
410 333-6442 TTY/TDD 
Dear     :

In October of 2009, three regional meetings were held to begin the process of having each Local Education Agency (LEA) complete a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between its departments that receive federal grants, such as Title I, Part A; McKinney-Vento/Homeless Education; Special Education/Early Intervention; School and Community Nutrition Programs; and programs, such as transportation, that support them.  Subsequent presentations have been made at a Title I Administration meeting in April of 2010, and at a fall Title I update in September of 2010.  McKinney-Vento/LEA Homeless Education Coordinators/Liaisons have received technical assistance on the topic in the spring and fall of 2010 and the spring of 2011.  The process is being guided at the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) by a Collaboration Workgroup with representatives from Title I, Homeless Education, Early Childhood/Special Education, Head Start, and Student Services.  An advisory group with members from LEAs and other county and private agencies is helping plan the MOA/collaboration process.
The MOA is designed to meet the requirements of the Title I, Part A, No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act and of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act which in part state:

Title I –Title I, Part A regulations state that children and youth who are homeless are automatically eligible for Title I, Part A services, whether or not they attend a Title I school or meet the academic standards required of other children for eligibility.  The regulations continue and state that: “ (1) IN GENERAL.- For any State desiring to receive a grant under this part, the state educational agency shall submit to the Secretary a plan…that satisfies the requirements of this section and that is coordinated with other programs under this Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA), the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006, the Head Start Act (the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007), the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, and the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.” According to Maryland’s Implementation of [the] McKinney-Vento Act and Title I, Part A Provisions, SEA and LEA Title-I plans must be coordinated with the plans agencies develop under the McKinney-Vento Act.  

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act - (3) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REQUIREMENTS-

(A) IN GENERAL- The local educational agency serving each child or youth to be assisted under this subtitle shall, according to the child's or youth's best interest…

(5) COORDINATION-

(A) IN GENERAL- Each local educational agency serving homeless children and youths that receives assistance under this subtitle shall coordinate--

(i) the provision of services under this subtitle with local social

services agencies and other agencies or programs providing

services to homeless children and youths and their families,

MOA letter (continued)
including services and programs funded under the Runaway and

Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.); and

(ii) with other local educational agencies on interdistrict issues,

such as transportation or transfer of school records…. 

Each MOA must at a minimum contain:
An agreement to do joint planning with regular meetings scheduled, at least annually, for that purpose;

Joint professional development/technical assistance scheduled at least annually;

On-going discussion of determining and meeting collective transportation needs; 

Membership and leadership detailed to assure continuance of the process.
Samples of existing MOAs will be sent to your Title I Coordinator and to your Homeless Education Coordinator/Liaison and to whomever else you designate.
It is recommended that a review of existing partnerships be undertaken to determine if they can be formalized to result in this MOA.  It is necessary that a completed MOA or draft MOA be submitted to William Cohee, Ed. D. at wcohee@msde.state.md.us by August 15, 2011.  Questions can be directed to Dr. Cohee by e-mail or at (410) 767-0945  or to Valerie von Behren, Early Childhood Intervention and Education at vbehren@msde.state.md.us or at (410) 767-7800; or to Linda Zang, Division of Early Childhood Development, at lzang@msde.state.md.us or at (410) 767-0140; or to John McGinnis at jmcginnis@msde.state.md.us or at (410) 767-0295. 
A collaboration seminar will be held at Anne Arundel County’s Carver Center on October 17th, 2011 and at Chesapeake College in Talbot County on October 19, 2011.  Details for those events will be sent in early summer.

Sincerely,

Ann
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