Dear
Ms. XXX has informed me that you are the new homeless liaison for the XXX School District.  Welcome aboard!  We are excited to have you join the homeless education program.  In order to assist you in your new role as liaison, the National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) offers monthly webinars.  We encourage you to take advantage of these webinars as soon as possible.  Below is the link to see when they will be offered.

http://center.serve.org/nche/web/group.php
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As a new liaison, we ask that you provide us with your contact information by going to the link below.  We use this directory to send e-mails and other pertinent information to our liaisons. 

· Florida LEA Homeless Liaisons Link (Click on the link below.  When the page appears, click on the “Request to submit contact information changes”  words at the top of the page, underneath the page banner)

      https://app1.fldoe.org/flbpso/nclbchoice/bpsoDirectory/directory.aspx 

Attached are sample residency forms which are used by schools to assist in identification of students living in a homeless situation.  Also attached are the FDOE homeless education brochures in English and Spanish.  A supply of brochures was mailed to your school in the fall of 2010. Please add your contact information on these brochures and use them for awareness activities.  The last file is a wonderful brief on determining eligibility for McKinney-Vento homeless education services.

Below is information on resources that will assist you in your job as the homeless liaison.  Our mission in homeless education is to ensure homeless children and youth receive a free and appropriate public education.  With liaisons in all local educational agencies, we anticipate building greater awareness of these students and their special learning needs.

We hope you find the resources below to be beneficial to you in your role as liaison.

 
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
 
· 2007-2008 Florida Department of Education’s “The Education of Homeless Children and Youth (Title X, No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, The McKinney Vento Act) Technical Assistance Paper” (spells out LEAs’ requirements):


http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-4702/TAP-2007-150.pdf
· 2009-2010 Florida Department of Education’s Coordination of Title I, Part A Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies, and Title X, Part C, McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001 Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program


http://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5625/dps-2009-169.pdf
· Florida Department of Education – Homeless Education Web Page


http://www.fldoe.org/bsa/title1/titlex.asp
· Title X, Part C – Monitoring Website 


http://www.fldoe.org/NCLB/nclb_monitoring.asp
· Title X, Homeless Education of Children and Youth Program Conference Call Schedule 


Dial-in Number:              888-808-6959


Conference Code:          2459949 #

 

	Date
	Day
	Time

	 
	
	 

	May 2011
	No Conference Call in May
	Technical Assistance (TA) will be provided at the May FASFEPA/FDOE TA Forum/Meeting

	
	
	

	July, 2011
	No Conference Call in July
	

	
	
	

	September 8, 2011  
	Thursday
	2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (ET)

	
	
	

	November 10, 2011
	Thursday
	2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (ET)


UPCOMING HOMELESS EDUCATION MEETINGS/CONFERENCES
	Date
	Conference
	Websites

	 
	 
	

	May 9-12, 2011

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION

Monday: 1:00-4:00, FASFEPA Meeting Featuring FLDOE Speakers

Tuesday-Wednesday:  

Homeless Education Sessions

5/10/11 (10:00-11:45  AM)

Title X-C:  Program Updates

5/10/11  (01:00-05:00 PM)

I'm the Homeless Liaison-What Do I Do Now? 

5/11/11 (08:00-09:45 AM)

Structuring and Supporting Regional Teams

5/11/11 (10:00-11:45  AM)

Best Practices in Homeless Education

Thursday: 9:00-1:00, FASFEPA Meeting Featuring National Speakers, FLDOE On Accountability, Etc.
	2011 Florida Association of State and Federal Education Programs Administrators (FASFEPA)/Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) Technical Assistance Forum/Meeting 

(includes Homeless Education Track sponsored by FDOE)

Hotel Deadline is April 11, 2011. Registration Deadline is April 15, 2011.
Location: Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando, Florida 
	Forum/Meeting information and hotel reservations can be found on the FASFEPA website at the link below.  The deadline to reserve hotel rooms at the conference rate is April 11, 2011. 

http://www.fasfepa.org/
To register for the forum/meeting, click on the link below.  Registration closes on April 15, 2011.  If you are not a FASFEPA member, we encourage you to select the Forum Registration for NEW Members for only $250.
http://www.fldoe.org/NCLB/2008nclbta_site.asp


	 
	 
	

	October 11-12, 2011
	Southeast Institute on Homelessness and Supportive Housing (includes Florida Homeless Education Track)

Location:  Clearwater Beach Hilton, Florida
	http://flshc.net/

	 
	 
	

	November 5-8, 2011
	National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY) 23rd Annual Conference
Pittsburgh, PA
Pittsburgh Westin Convention Center
	http://naehcy.org/conf/conf_2011.html


	
	
	


National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) Monthly Webinars (A MUST FOR NEW LIAISONS)  SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



http://www.serve.org/nche/web/group.php
Homeless Education Data Requirements

Data Requirements:  Florida Department of Education, DOE Information Data Base Requirements Volume I: Automated Student Information System, Automated Student Data Elements 

· Homeless Students, PreK-12 (Nighttime Residences) http://www.fldoe.org/eias/dataweb/database_0910/st172_1.pdf
· Homeless Unaccompanied Youth

http://www.fldoe.org/eias/dataweb/database_0910/st173_1.pdf
· Homelessness Cause

http://www.fldoe.org/eias/dataweb/database_0910/st171_100.pdf
· Hurricane/Earthquake Affected Student

http://www.fldoe.org/eias/dataweb/database_0910/st174_1.pdf
· Federal/State Project, Area and Model (Title I, Part A – Homeless Set-aside)


http://www.fldoe.org/bsa/title1/pdf/TitlesI-III-Homeless.pdf
NATIONAL RESOURCES
 
National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) Resources
· LEA Homeless Education Liaison’s Toolkit (A MUST FOR NEW LIAISONS)  SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/liaison_toolkit.php
· National Center for Homeless Education (pulled resources below from this site):


http://www.serve.org/nche

A brief entitled The Educational Rights of Students in Homeless Situations:  What LEA Administrators Must Know on the LEA’s responsibilities as they pertain to McKinney-Vento (good checklist):


http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/administrators.pdf
· Educational Rights Poster (Youth) – English and Spanish - FREE


http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/er_poster.php#youth
· Educational Rights Poster (Parent) – in English and Spanish - FREE


http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/er_poster.php#youth
· NCHE Brochure – English and Spanish - FREE

      http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/nche_brochure.php
· Parent Booklet – English and Spanish - FREE


http://www.serve.org/nche/products_list.php#parent_brochure
· National Center for Homeless Education Webinars Registration Link

       NCHE hosts webinars regularly so that participants can train from the comfort of their office, without the expense and logistical issues that can accompany face-to-face training. NCHE webinars focus on issues related to the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness. During NCHE webinars, presenters explain important concepts, while also giving participants the opportunity to ask questions and interact with each other.

     http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/parent_booklet.php
· McKinney-Vento Online Training Presentations
      These presentations, complete with audio and video, give brief introductions to key issues covered in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.  Most presentations offer a downloadable summary of main points and certificate of completion, upon completing a brief quiz on the material presented. The quiz and certificate of completion are optional.
	Topic
	Title
	Length

	Information for Parents
	Help When You Need It: Information for Parents on How Schools Can Help During Homelessness
	11:04

	Homeless Education
(general awareness)
	Homeless with Homework: An Introduction to Homeless Education
	13:21*

	Title I
	Homeless Education and Title I: Collaboration and Compliance
	11:01*
 

	Enrollment
	Providing Equal Access:
Enrolling Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness
	18:30*


*Length does not include time needed to take the optional quiz.

 

National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth
 

· National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth 

      http://www.naehcy.org 
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 “101 Most Frequently Asked Questions on the Education Rights of Children and Youth in Homeless Situations” (great resource): 


http://www.naehcy.org/faq.html
 

National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty 
 

· National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty


http://www.nlchp.org
 

LAWS/GUIDANCE: STATE AND FEDERAL 
 

State of Florida Statutes Pertaining to Education of Homeless Children and Youth:

· Section 1003.01(12), Florida Statutes - Definitions


http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.01.html
· Section 1003.21(1)(f) and (g), Florida Statutes – School Attendance


http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.21.html
· Section 1003.22(1) and (5)(e), Florida Statutes – School-entry Health Exams and Exemptions


http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.22.html
Federal Laws/Guidance/Resources Pertaining to the Education of Homeless Children and Youth: 

· McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1987, as amended, Title VII, Subtitle B; 42 U.S.C. 11431-11435


http://www.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html
 

· McKinney-Vento Act Non-Regulatory Guidance (July 2004)


http://www.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.doc
 

· U.S. Department of Education Enrollment Guidelines (Federal Register: March 8, 2002) (Volume 67, Number 46):


http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-5737-filed 
 

· U.S. Department of Education 2006 Report to Congress:


http://www.ed.gov/programs/homeless/rpt2006.doc
 

· Child Nutrition and Women, Infants, and Children Reauthorization Act:


http://center.serve.org/nche/legis/cn_wic.php 

· Categorical Eligibility for Free Lunches and Breakfasts of Runaway, Homeless, and Migrant Youth: Reauthorization 2004 Implementation


http://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/usda_memo_jul2004.pdf
· Updated Guidance for Homeless Children in the School Nutrition Programs (April 4, 2002)


http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/Policy-Memos/1998-2002/2002-04-04.pdf
· Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (April 2004):


http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/content/aboutfysb/RHYComp.pdf
 

· Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA):


http://center.serve.org/nche/legis/ferpa.php
· Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/Head%20Start%20Program/Program%20Design%20and%20Management/Head%20Start%20Requirements/Head%20Start%20Act
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA):


http://center.serve.org/nche/legis/idea.php
· Child Find (IDEA):  

http://www.childfindidea.org
 

I look forward to working with you.

Lorraine

Lorraine Husum Allen
Director, Homeless Education Program
Florida Department of Education
325 West Gaines St., Room 352
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400
PHONE: 850-245-0668

FAX: 850-245-0697
E-Mail: lorraine.allen@fldoe.org
 

