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HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTHS PROGRAM


	Proposed Activity 
Section 722(g)(1)(A)
	A description of how such children and youths are (or will be) given the opportunity to meet the same challenging State academic achievement standards all students are expected to meet. 

	Provide data analysis, including comparison with other participation/pass rates within the commonwealth for SOL participation and pass rates within subgrants.
	Continue collaboration with EIMS to complete CSPR on time and accurately. Monitor proposed changes in data elements; provide input on changes to USED based on Virginia’s needs and capacity.

	Enhance Virginia’s ability to ensure access to state academic standards through training and professional development for local liaisons to fulfill the new requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act.
	Continue regional initial liaison trainings and advanced training to update established liaisons; continue to open liaison trainings to other local staff to develop a liaison backup. Continue to announce NCHE trainings. Begin to use Webinars to provide interim training opportunities.

	Discuss the viability and desirability of state level disaggregation of achievement data for students experiencing homelessness with appropriate VDOE staff and representatives from school divisions.
	Continue to compare SOL scores for subgrant and non-subgrantee LEAs, begin to construct longitudinal data. 

	
Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(1)(B)
	A description of the procedures the State educational agency will use to identify such children and youths in the State and to assess their special needs.  

	Disseminate family brochures and posters to all schools, liaisons, and shelters in HOPE database.
	Comprehensive mailing every fall; additional copies sent upon request.

	Include information about HUD requirements for Continuums of Care (CoC) and HMIS during liaison training; explore opportunities for collaboration across agencies to assist in identification efforts.
	Ongoing in training. VIACH has been inactive since 2006. If reconvened, HOPE would be committed to participating. HOPE participates in local CoC efforts, when requested. 

	Revise website listing of local homeless education liaisons.  
	Reviewed annually in fall; updated as notified of changes. (Additional monitoring of liaison changes conducted by reviewing Title I applications.) Explore liaison being identified through educational information management system as VDOE.




	

Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(1)(B) (continued)
	

	Include strategies for the identification of homeless children and youth and potential approaches to conducting needs assessments during the training of local liaisons.
	Complete CSPR; continue technical assistance for appropriate “flagging” in student record collection. Continue to discuss identification strategies as part of federal program monitoring.

	
Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(1)(C) 
	A description of procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youths. 

	Disseminate revised dispute resolution process and related materials via Web site, newsletter, direct mailings, Project HOPE-VA training sessions, and conference presentations.
	Continue to monitor best interest determinations, offer technical assistance, and track disputes. Continue to discuss in federal program monitoring. Use HOPE Advisory Board to assist with state level disputes. Continue training based on 2012 USED State Coordinator Handbook chapter.

	
Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(1)(D) 
	A description of programs for school personnel (including principals, attendance officers, teachers, enrollment personnel, and pupil services personnel) to heighten the awareness of such personnel of the specific needs of runaway and homeless youths. 

	Revise existing documents prior to reprinting.
	Ongoing. Revisions underway for teacher and social worker briefs. Conduct survey of newsletter usage (issues per year, types of articles, length, etc.) and training preferences (on-site, web-based, etc.). 

	Provide local liaisons with copies of the Local Homeless Education Liaison Toolkit developed for the National Center for Homeless Education 
	Ongoing. NCHE Toolkit is being revised. Once completed, determine how to best customize for Virginia. 

	Continue state-level collaboration with VDOE staff to build awareness and identify opportunities to facilitate access to services needed by students experiencing homelessness.
	Ongoing. Conduct a statewide homeless education seminar, including VDOE staff as speakers and participants. 

	Participate in and encourage local liaisons to attend National Conference.
	Publicize NAEHCY call for proposals and registration for conference each fall.




	
Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(1)(D) (continued)
	

	Continue to expand options for training.
	Continue use of School of Education Professional Development Center to convene HOPE activities.
Record summits for later viewing and initiate Webinars for updates and special topics.

	Proposed Activity 
Section 722(g)(1)(E)
	A description of procedures that ensure that homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local food programs. 

	Disseminate information via direct mailings to local liaisons, newsletter articles, website updates, and training sessions.
	Ongoing.  Collaboration with school nutrition occurs, as needed; school nutrition is addressed during federal program monitoring.

	
Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(1)(F)
	A description of procedures that ensure that- 
(i) homeless children have equal access to the same public preschool programs, administered by the State agency, as provided to other children in the State; 
(ii) homeless youths and youths separated from the public schools are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services; and 
(iii) homeless children and youths who meet the relevant eligibility criteria are able to participate in Federal, State, or local before- and after-school care programs. 

	Re-initiate participation in the Head Start Collaborative to develop a working relationship and facilitate access to Head Start for preschoolers experiencing homelessness.
	Carry out Head Start strategic plan, including, development of practitioner materials, pilot mini-grants for promising practices. 

	Explore collaboration with Even Start and other preschool initiatives to ensure access by homeless students.
	Continue participation in Early Childhood Education Priority Project and VICC. 

	Explore needs of unaccompanied homeless youth.
	Complete editing of Youth Summit materials, post and advertise. Explore participation in NAEHCY Higher Education Initiative.

	Coordinate with  State Director of Transportation, as needed
	Continue to monitor transportation questions and collaborate with Transportation Director, as needed.




	Proposed Activity 
Section 722(g)(1)(G) & (H)
	Strategies to address problems identified in the report provided to the Secretary under subsection (f)(3) and strategies to address other problems with respect to the education of homeless children and youths, including problems resulting from enrollment delays that are caused by-- 
(i)   immunization and medical records req.; 
(ii)  residency requirements; 
(iii) lack of birth certificates, school records, or other documentation; 
(iv) guardianship issues; or 
(v)  uniform or dress code requirements. 

	Address the topic of guardianship through the VIACH ad hoc committee on homeless youth.
	VIACH has not met and is currently not a vehicle for this activity. 

	Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(2)(A)
	Describe how the State will ensure that local educational agencies in the State will comply with the requirements of paragraphs (3) through (7).

	Include language to ensure collaboration and compliance with McKinney-Vento in local school division Title I application. 
	Continue to monitor VDOE documents and local plans; provide technical assistance, upon request, continue discussion during LEA monitoring. 

	Explore potential collaborations with other state-level compensatory programs. For example:
· training for state compensatory education staff on the requirements of McKinney-Vento, 
· participation by Project HOPE-VA in regional meetings, such as Title I, and 
· joint site visit reviews. 
	Ongoing activities: Participate in VAFEPA Conference Planning; participate in new Title I coordinator training and FPM training which includes McKinney-Vento compliance monitoring questions.

	

Proposed Activity
Section 722(g)(2)(B)
	COORDINATION- Such plan shall indicate what technical assistance the State will furnish to local educational agencies and how compliance efforts will be coordinated with the local educational agency liaisons designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii).

	Provide presentation(s) for the Virginia Council of Administrators in Special Education (VCASE), and coordinate with the State Special Education Advisory Council (SSEAC) and the Interagency Coordinating Council (VICC).
	Continue to request collaboration. HOPE display at VCASE conferences every other year unless new initiative arises. 

	Provide presentations for other professional education organizations, based on interest and availability (e.g., school counselors, school social workers, special education, and school administrator organizations).
	Ongoing. Summary of yearly activities included in Annual Report.
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