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October 22, 2008
The National Runaway Switchboard (NRS) and the National Network for Youth (NN4Y), in partnership with other prominent national organizations, announce the seventh annual National Runaway Prevention Month (NRPM) for November. The goals of the 2008 National Runaway Prevention Month are twofold: 1) to raise awareness of the issues facing runaway youth; and,  2) to educate the public about solutions and the role they can play in preventing youth from running.
The theme for NRPM 2008 is Let’s Talk.  This year’s theme was chosen in support of the National Runaway Switchboard’s second year of implementing its new program, Let’s Talk: Runaway Prevention Curriculum, which provides easy to use lessons on various topics as well as interactive, youth approved activities.  Let’s Talk is a 14 module curriculum intended to build life skills; increase knowledge about runaway resources and prevention; and educate about alternatives to running away.  Attached you will find a catalogue and order form for free promotional materials available from the National Runaway Switchboard, as well as the Home Free Poster.
Between 1.6 and 2.8 million youth run away from home annually.  Providing these young people access to information and services that reduce their exposure to harm is critical.  We encourage you to join us in promoting National Runaway Prevention Month in your community.  NRS’ Community Action Kit is a great guide for planning, conducting, and promoting runaway prevention activities in your community.  The kit also includes additional information about the theme of NRPM, Let’s Talk.  The National Runaway Switchboard is sponsoring a Community Runaway Prevention Contest to honor groups conducting activities which fulfill the goals of National Runaway Prevention Month.  The Community Action Kit and the Community Contest forms are available at www.1800RUNAWAY.org. 
As leaders of organizations who are concerned and care about America’s youth, we are delighted with the impact our partnership can have on vulnerable youth and are confident you will share our enthusiasm for this unique opportunity to work together to keep youth safe and off the streets.

Respectfully,
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Maureen Blaha

National Runaway Switchboard
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Victoria Wagner

National Network for Youth
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Sandy Bowen 

National Safe Place
	[image: image5.png]



Susan Gorin

National Association of School Psychologists
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Susan Wooley

American School Health Association
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Linda  Juszczak

National Assembly of
School-based Health Care
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Susan Ellis

School Social Workers Association of America
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Amy Garcia

National Association of School Nurses
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Lorraine Cole

YWCA USA
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Cynthia Savage

Circle of Parents
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Tim Stahlke

National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth
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Diana Bowman

National Center for Homeless Education
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Joyce M. Roché
Girls, Inc.
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