Making a Difference! What Effective Teachers Do to Support At-Risk Highly Mobile Students

In Advance

	Recommended Practice
	Implementation Ideas

	Technical: Get to know the community in which you teach.

	

	Affective: Create a caring, stable learning environment  - e.g., write out your rules and procedures. 


	

	Academic: Structure units into mini-units; have extra packets prepared or easy to create.

	


When the student arrives
	Recommended Practice
	Implementation Ideas

	Technical: Review student records.

	

	Affective: Assign a buddy or classroom ambassador.

	

	Academic: Use curriculum based measures to determine skill levels.


	


While the student is enrolled

	Recommended Practice
	Implementation Ideas

	Technical: Keep running records of student needs.


	

	Affective: Notice when the student is absent and convey that he/she was missed.


	

	Academic: Use a variety of teaching strategies.


	


When the student leaves

	Recommended Practice
	Implementation Ideas

	Technical: Provide an “anchor” – phone card, pre-addressed, stamped stationery.


	

	Affective: Hale and farewell celebrations (DoD schools).


	

	Academic: Give the student a portfolio of sample work to take to the new school.

	


NCHE Resources Available at http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/educ_mobile.php 
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Classrooms with Revolving Doors: Recommended Practices for Elementary Teachers of At-Risk and Highly Mobile Students 

Teachers whose classrooms seem to have revolving doors with students entering, withdrawing, and even re-entering throughout the school year, face a variety of challenges in meeting the needs of such highly mobile students and their more stable peers. This information brief highlights some of those challenges and offers recommendations to teachers based on our exploration of the literature and case studies of award-winning teachers with a variety of students in their classrooms who moved frequently.
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Classrooms with Revolving Doors: Recommended Practices for Middle Level and High School Teachers of At-Risk and Highly Mobile Students 

Teachers whose classrooms seem to have revolving doors, with students entering, withdrawing, and even re-entering throughout the school year, face a variety of challenges in meeting the needs of such highly mobile students and their more stable peers. This information brief highlights some of those challenges and offers recommendations to teachers based on our exploration of the literature and case studies of award-winning teachers with a variety of students in their classrooms who moved frequently.
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Effective Teaching and At-Risk/Highly Mobile Students: What Do Award-Winning Teachers Do? 

This study, designed jointly by the National Center for Homeless Education and The College of William and Mary, explores the critical role of the classroom teacher in contributing to the education of at-risk and highly mobile students. The study includes a review of the literature on the effective teaching of at-risk and highly mobile students and an exploration of the beliefs and practices of six teachers who won national and/or state awards for working with these populations.
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Reading on the Go! 

Reading on the Go! is a two-volume project that explores reading instruction for students experiencing high mobility as a result of high poverty. 

Reading on the Go! (Vol 1): Students Who Are Highly Mobile and Reading Instruction, reviews the characteristics of highly mobile students and provides a literature review of reading instruction, with a focus on the research on reading and high poverty in an effort to help practitioners better understand the needs of highly mobile students and inform their selection and structure of programs by making research-based decisions.

Reading on the Go! (Vol 2) A Handbook of Resources discusses the implementation of reading programs. Volume 2 is based on the literature reviewed in Volume 1 but was also shaped by the voice of practitioners captured through focus groups and site visits. Volume 2 focuses on supplemental instruction and children experiencing homelessness in preschool and elementary grades. 
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Students on the Move: Reaching and Teaching Highly Mobile Children and Youth  

This handbook, a joint publication of the National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) and the ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education, synthesizes research on the education of various subpopulations of students who tend to be highly mobile and explores commonalities and differences among these groups. Subpopulations explored include migratory children and youth, children and youth experiencing homelessness, children of military families, and students experiencing mobility on a global scale.

Also: Popp, P. A., Grant, L. W., & Stronge, J. H. (2011). Effective teachers for at-risk or highly mobile students: What are the dispositions and behaviors of award-winning teachers? JESPAR, 16(4), 275-291.
Popp, 2013

