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U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness 
Leading the federal response to homelessness 

 
• Maximize the effectiveness of 19 Council member agencies 

• Chair: HHS Secretary Sylvia Mathews Burwell 
• Vice-Chair: ED Acting Secretary John King 

• Disseminate best practices 

• Drive collaborative solutions 
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U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness 
Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness 
 
Goals 

1. Prevent and end homelessness among Veterans in 2015 
2. Finish the job of ending chronic homelessness in 2017 
3. Prevent and end homelessness among families, children, and youth in 2020 
4. Set a path to end all types of homelessness 

 
Action Areas 

1. Increase Leadership, Collaboration, and Civic Engagement  
2. Increase Access to Stable and Affordable Housing 
3. Increase Economic Security  
4. Improve Health and Stability  
5. Retool the Homelessness Crisis Response System  
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Policy Leadership 
• Quarterly Council 

meetings 
• Quarterly council policy 

group meetings 
• Interagency working 

groups 
• Staff liaison to each 

Council member agency 

Field Implementation 
• All 50 states 
• 25 priority communities 
• Community visits, 

conferences, action 
camps and convenings  

• Meetings with high 
ranking state and local 
officials 
 
 

 

Driving Federal, State, and Local Results 
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National Initiatives Team 
5 regionally based staff 
with expertise in state 
and local implementation 
 

Our Regional Expertise 

For the expert that covers your jurisdiction,  
contact Katie Jennings: (202) 205-4731; katelyn.jennings@usich.gov 
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Our Work 

• Create and Lead a Common Vision 
 

• Establish Policy Priorities and Align Strategic Actions 
 

• Reduce Fragmentation and Duplication 
 

• Drive the National Implementation of Cost-Effective 
Solutions 
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Family Connection: Key Action Areas 

 Ensure interventions and assistance are 
tailored to meet the needs of families 

 
 Use coordinated entry systems to target 

interventions 
 

 Develop and build upon evidence-based 
practices for serving families 
 

 Improve linkages to mainstream systems 
to help families gain access to benefits, 
employment, and community-based 
services 
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Crisis Response System for Families 



Critical Role of Mainstream Programs 

• Increase awareness and understanding of families 
experiencing homelessness. 
 

• Provide federal guidance and technical assistance to 
strengthen coordination. 
 

• Build community capacity to provide the right level 
of services that are tailored to family needs. 



The Progress We’re Making 
 

Early Childhood  
• Child Care and Development Block Grant 
• Shelter assessment tool 
• Early childhood homelessness state profiles  

 

Domestic Violence 
• Domestic Violence and Housing Technical Assistance Consortium 
• HUD 2015 Continuum of Care funding solicitation 
• Resources on housing models and assessment and referral systems for victims of DV 

 

Access to Benefits and Employment 
• Guidance on using TANF funds to address homelessness 
• Forthcoming guide TANF agencies to coordinate with housing programs 
• WIOA implementation   
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Discussion 

 



Youth Homelessness: Key Action Areas 

#1 - Build the foundation for a 
coordinated and comprehensive 
community response 
 
#2 - Build the capacity of local 
communities to implement the 
components of a coordinated and 
comprehensive community response 

 
Learn more: Coordinated Community Response to Youth Homelessness 
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https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/coordinated-community-response-to-youth-homelessness


Coordinated Community Response 
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Driving Policy  
• USICH Report to Congress 
• A Way Home America 
• HUD LGBTQ Youth Homelessness 

Prevention Pilots 
• HHS Youth at-Risk of Homelessness 

Grants Phase II 
• HUD Coordinated Community Response 

Pilot Demonstration 
• ED Chronic Absenteeism Initiative 
• ED-HUD collaboration 
• Data sharing 

 

Guiding the Field 
•  ACA enrollment for youth  
• Coordinated entry 
• Data explainer 
• Screening and assessment 

inventory 
• Family intervention strategies 
• 2017 PIT count 
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Snapshot of Federal Progress 



USICH Priorities in FY 16 and FY 17 
• Achieve and sustain an end to veteran homelessness, and translate 

lessons learned to our work with other populations 

• Scale up investments in proven housing interventions and engage 
mainstream systems to end family homelessness 

• Expand supply of supportive housing necessary to end chronic 
homelessness 

• Test models and strengthen community capacity to end youth 
homelessness 

• Provide communities with criteria and benchmarks for ending family, 
youth, and chronic homelessness 
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For Discussion 

 
What is the role of State Coordinators in a 
regional approach to collaboration?  



The President’s FY 2017 Budget 
Families 
• $11 billion in mandatory funding to fund short‐ and long‐term rental assistance  
• $2 billion to provide emergency assistance to families facing financial crises 
• $88 million in tenant-based rental assistance to create 10,000 new targeted vouchers 
• $24 million to create 8,000 new units of rapid re‐housing 
• $6 million of Head Start increase for children experiencing homelessness 

 
Chronic 
• $330 million to create 25,500 new supportive housing units 

 
Youth 
• $25 million to expand the Youth Homelessness demonstration 
• $6 million increase in RHYA, including over $2 million in prevention pilots  

 
Veterans 
• Sustains funding for targeted homelessness assistance for Veterans at current levels  
• $12 million increase for DOL’s Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Program 
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Discussion 

 
 

Where do you need additional guidance 
from Federal partners? 





www.usich.gov 
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