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From full participation to access to services outside of school, tough questions abound when working with youth who are homeless and not accompanied by a parent or guardian. Often, there is no clear “answer.” But we’ve developed a wild game to put some tricks and tools up your sleeves to help you address questions carefully, systemically and appropriately. Come ready to compete!

RULES

Patricia will read out loud a question about an unaccompanied youth. Some questions have multiple elements; in those cases, Patricia will read one element at a time, and teams will respond to one element at a time.  

Each team gets a set of Up-Your-Sleeve cards with key concepts, questions, strategies or tools.  Upon hearing the question, each team needs to flip through the cards to fine one that applies to the question at hand.  One team member has to hold up the applicable Up-Your-Sleeve card and shout “Look what I have up my sleeve!”

Patricia will determine who shouted out first and invite that team to read the card and explain how it applies to the scenario.  Judges will determine if the card is applicable and award any flare points.

Each team will have at least one Up-Your-Sleeve card that applies to each question.  Multiple cards may apply to a single question. Teams may use the same Up-Your-Sleeve card for more than one question.
Points:

The first table to respond with an appropriate card: 5 points

Subsequent appropriate cards: 3 points

“Flare points”: judges’ discretion

If a team answers the substantive issue before Patricia invites the answer: minus 5 points (in other words, we want them to respond with the strategies and tools, not with the “answer”).

Questions

1. You just got a call from a liaison who is in the middle of a “difference of opinion” about whether a student meets the definition of unaccompanied youth under McKinney-Vento. The student is an 11-year old boy who has been living with his grandmother since his mother died when he was 2 years old. At that time, child protective services placed the child in kinship care with the grandmother, but did not open a child welfare case. The boy has his own room in the grandmother’s house and there is no indication that he will not stay with the grandmother for the foreseeable future. The boy is moving into middle school, and the school does not want to let the grandmother enroll him without a court order of guardianship.
What do you have up your sleeve?
2. An unaccompanied homeless senior is ready to graduate this spring! Unfortunately, he owes money for three lost library books and a month of free meals. The principal is adamant that he cannot attend graduation or receive a copy of his transcript or diploma until all the outstanding fines are paid. The liaison has contacted you many times with challenges in this district and with this principal in particular. The student sees no reason to finish out the semester if he’s not going to get a diploma.
What do you have up your sleeve?
3. A student was forced out of her home after she came out to her parents as gay. She is staying with a friend’s family in a district a considerable distance from her school of origin (where she was bullied). She enrolled in school with her friend and wants to play softball. She was a star softball player on her previous high school team.

1) The state athletic association says she can’t play because she hasn’t resided in the district and attended the high school for 6 months, and isn’t really homeless anyway.
What do you have up your sleeve?
2) The student is saying she will quit school if she can’t play. In her last school, her teammates were her only friends.
What do you have up your sleeve?
3) Her parents will not return calls asking them to sign consent forms for her to play and travel with the team.

What do you have up your sleeve?
4) District policy requires her to have a physical to play softball, but her parents won’t sign the physical consent form.

What do you have up your sleeve?
5) Her parents have come to the school and told the principal explicitly that they do not want their daughter to play softball.

What do you have up your sleeve?
4. An 18-year old youth’s parents left the state, leaving the youth behind without financial support and completely on her own. A friend’s parents have taken her in. The student was expelled from school last year, but now would like to re-enroll with her friend. The student did not comply with the terms of the expulsion that would permit her to re-enroll.

1) Compulsory education in your state goes up to age 18. Can she re-enroll?

What do you have up your sleeve?
2) There’s a credit recovery program in the district that would serve her needs perfectly, but it’s at a high school outside the attendance area where the student is staying. Can she enroll?

What do you have up your sleeve?
3) After discussing her options with the MV Liaison, the student has opted for a “GED Plus” program. The program requires a driver’s license to enroll, but she needs a parent’s signature to get her driver’s license.
What do you have up your sleeve?
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Time to Go to the Bar
1) Has a parent/legal guardian signed a power of attorney giving someone else authority? Can we get one?

2) What are the state’s laws on health care consent for minors?

3) Are there state laws or state athletic league policies about extra-curricular participation for students experiencing homelessness?

4) Make sure the school exercises “reasonable care” to protect itself from liability.

5) Use NAEHCY’s State Advocacy Toolkit to change or create state policies or laws. (http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/youth)
Listen to Youth
1) Encourage the school take a trauma-informed approach to the student’s needs.
2) Ask the student if he/she has any ideas for how to resolve the problem.
3) Use awareness videos to help school and district staff understand the challenges homeless youth face. (“Real Voices, Real Schools” and “The McKinney-Vento Act in Our Schools” at www.naehcy.org; Hear Us; Homestretch)

4) Have a youth panel at a principals’ or other training to help school and district staff understand the challenges homeless youth face.

Phone a Friend
1) Consult NCHE’s “Determining Eligibility for Rights and Services Under the McKinney-Vento Act” brief. (http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sc_eligibility.php)
2) Consult NCHE’s “Ensuring Full Participation in Extra-curricular Activities” brief. (http://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/extra_curr.php)
3) Call a youth-serving organization, in your state, such as legal aid, drop-in center, youth policy groups.
4) Consult NAEHCY’s Unaccompanied Youth Toolkits. (http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/youth)

That Guy Over There Likes Me
1) That guy at the state athletic association likes me.

2) That school nurse supervisor really gets MV.

3) That CPS supervisor really cares about kids.

4) I always run into my state’s dropout prevention specialist at Starbuck’s.

5) The Consolidated Program Monitoring / Title I monitoring team understands that McKinney-Vento compliance is their business.

MV to the Rescue!
1) Consult the definition of homeless and unaccompanied in the MV Act. 42 U.S.C. §11434a.
2) The MV Act gives the liaison the authority and responsibility to determine homelessness. 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(6).
3) The MV Act requires SEAs and LEAs to eliminate barriers to enrollment and retention in school for students experiencing homelessness. 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(1)(I).
4) The MV Act requires provision of services comparable services to those provided to housed students. 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(4).
5) The MV Act requires immediate enrollment of homeless children and youth. 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(3)(C).
6) Consult the definition of “enrollment” in the MV Act. 42 U.S.C. §11434a.
What’s Up Your Sleeve?
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