Eligibility

1. Jasmine is a 3rd grader who has lived with her custodial dad since she was four years old. Several months ago, dad was hospitalized for an extended time so he sent Jasmine to live with her mom. Mom is now hospitalized for substance abuse issues and is facing incarceration. Dad has been moved into a nursing home, and it is unlikely that he will ever be able to live on his own again. Mom gave temporary guardianship to Jasmine’s grandma in a different LEA. The school of origin staff wants to keep Jasmine there. The LEA will allow her to stay but they will not transport, and grandma is unable to provide transportation. 

Is Jasmine eligible? What are other services that might be available to help her if she is eligible? If she’s not eligible, what services are available?
2. Last April, two months after purchasing a house in a nearby LEA, the Grant family discovered that toxic mold in their home was making the children sick. They moved to an extended-stay hotel with full kitchen and adequate space. The children remained in their SOO for the rest of last school year. 

It’s now the beginning of the new school year. The Grants are negotiating with the builder to refund their money. They are still in the extended-stay hotel and continue to pay the monthly mortgage on their house. They want to enroll the children in the local school under MV, because they want their children to “receive free meals and all the other perks that it triggers in the community.” Without a homeless designation, the family would not qualify for free meals, because dad makes too much money. 

How would you determine if the Grant children are MV eligible? 

3. Parents in School District A who have substance abuse problems sometimes get treatment at the Family Services Facility located in School District B. Typically, the parent checks into the facility and after a few days, the children move in. Then, the whole family lives there while the parent is in treatment. In the past, the school counselor in District B viewed this facility as a group home and qualified the children staying there under MV. A new liaison in District A questions whether this is a correct assessment. 

How would you determine whether the children in this facility are McKinney-Vento eligible?  
School Selection

1. Four months ago the Jessup family lost their housing in School District A and doubled up with family members in District B. The four children (all with poor attendance and poor to mediocre grades) remained at their schools of origin. About two months later, the family moved away without notifying the schools. After 15 days, the children were withdrawn from their schools. Now, the family is attempting to enroll in School District C, saying they are currently living in another doubled up situation in that district. 

Do the children have the right to re-enroll in the SOO? If so, how would you advise the liaison about the school selection decision?


2. Ms. Beatty and her son, Marcus, lost their housing, and Marcus transferred to School A, near where she and Marcus are doubled up with her sister. When the school discovered that Marcus has an IEP, they said he must transfer to the special education school. She withdrew Marcus and enrolled him at School B on the opposite side of a large school district where she told enrollment staff they're staying in their car. 

In the meantime, Ms. Beatty’s sister called School A and said Ms. Beatty and Marcus are still staying with her, but Ms. Beatty doesn’t want to enroll Marcus in the special education school, so she enrolled him in the school nearest her job site.

How would you advise the liaison to handle the situation with Ms. Beatty? How would you determine where Marcus should be enrolled?


3. A high school student and his mother became homeless and moved to another area. The student really wants to stay in his school of origin, but he’s been suspended several times for attendance issues and fighting with other students. Also, the counselor suspects he is being recruited for gang membership. His mother supports his request to remain in the school of origin despite his behavior and suspensions. The liaison believes it would be best for the student to transfer to another school in order to remove him from the peer group which influences his poor decisionmaking. In addition to the local high school, the district has some alternative education programs that may be a good fit for this student. 

How would you advise the district about determining best interest for this student?  
LEA Dispute

1. Mr. Allison and his 7 year-old daughter, Felicia, lost their housing in District A and doubled up with his mom in Section 8 housing in District B. Mr. Allison was told by the District A liaison that it was in Felicia’s best interest to enroll in District B. So, he withdrew Felicia and tried to enroll her in the local attendance area school. But the District B liaison said it would be better for Felicia to remain in District A. The liaison in District A says the District B liaison has no right to advise parents on a decision that would have financial implications for her district. In the meantime, Felicia is not enrolled in school and Mr. Allison is very angry because he cannot work until she is enrolled and his boss has threatened to fire him.

How would you deal with the two liaisons/school districts to ensure Felicia is enrolled immediately in the school that is in her best interest to attend? 
Transportation
1. The Brame family is homeless in District A and wants to enroll their son, Colton, in District B under the open enrollment option. Other students who enroll via open enrollment are not transported, but the Brames have requested transportation for Colton. 

What are the current transportation requirements for the two districts?  How might that change if the family changes living situations? How would the districts’ responsibilities be different if the Brames were housed when Colton enrolled but then became homeless?

2. A student in a transitional living situation is taking CNA classes at the regional vocational education center. The district was providing transportation but says it can no longer do this because the class now lasts until 8:00 PM.

Is the district still responsible for transporting this student? What advice would you offer about providing services?

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

1. An unaccompanied homeless youth from District A left home because his mother has a substance abuse problem. He is staying with a family in District B and has a steady job in District C.  He would like to attend a school in District C to cut down on his driving time and expenses.  

What is the best plan for this student? Should/could he enroll in District C? What should be considered and who should be consulted? Could he be reimbursed for mileage?
Subgrants

1. You’ve received several calls recently from liaisons who want to know if certain expenses can be paid out of MV subgrant funds. Below is a list of expenses. How would you address each one?

· A school professional development program (Service Learning Component for STEM)

· A student has access to a car and could transport himself and his siblings to the SOO once he gets his driver’s license. Can the subgrant pay for the driver's ed course?
· Can subgrant funds be used to pay for day care for the child of a homeless student if the student cannot attend school otherwise?
· A district has leftover MV funds. How would you advise the liaison in determining the best way(s) to use them?

· A parent’s employer has promised a salary increase after the parent obtains a GED. Can subgrant funds pay for the parent’s GED classes? 
· A luncheon and giveaway items for community awareness event

· Student medications

· Social work training

· Graduation cap and gown

